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Week Ending Friday, September 19, 2003

Remarks at the Power Center in
Houston, Texas

September 12, 2003

The President. Thank you all very much.
Be seated. Kirbyjon can tell it. [Laughter]
Heck, I might sound inarticulate compared
to him. [Laughter]

Reverend Caldwell. No, no.

The President. Yes. Let’s see how to start
here. First, it’s glad to be back—I'm glad to
be back to Texas. It's good to see some of
my buddies. I'm looking at a man right here
on the front row I went to the seventh grade
with in Houston, Texas. I see my friend “Big
Tuna” I used to play basketball with at the
Y. I never forget my friends, and I've got
a lot of friends here in Texas, and I'm thrilled
to be with you. Thank you all for coming
tonight.

But thank you for coming to support this
wonderful program. Youll hear me say this
a couple of times in what's going to be a
short address. Pastor Caldwell said, “Speak
all you want, but don’t exceed 7 minutes.”
[Laughter]

I think the fact that people are willing to
contribute money to save lives is a powerful
testimony to the strength of America. I think
that when people are willing to support a so-
cial entrepreneur like Kirbyjon Caldwell and
the others at the Windsor Village Church
who have heard a call and are out to save
any life they can find that needs to be
saved—the fact that you support them speaks
to your heart as well. And so today I first
want to say thanks. Thanks for contributing
hard-earned money to make Houston, Texas,
the best place it can be.

And T'm proud to be up here with my
friend. Sometimes it'’s not easy to be the
friend of George W. Bush—I know that—
[laughter]—if you know what I mean.
[Laughter] But let me tell you something.
It's good to have a friend that I can call be-
fore a debate and say, “Do you mind saying

a prayer?” It’s good to have a friend to go
with you to Ground Zero. He’s not a political
friend; he’s a friend. He rises above that, that
friendship. And it’s good for this community
to lift up a man like Kirbyjon Caldwell who
acts for the best interests of all the citizens
of this community. And I'm proud to call him
friend.

And we both married above ourselves.

Reverend Caldwell. Amen.

The President. Yes, sir. Well, you don’t
need to “amen” it that loud, but—{laughter].
Laura sends her love to Kirbyjon and Suzette
and to all our buddies here. She is a fantastic
First Lady, by the way. I really lucked out.
And she’s doing great, she really is.

Suzette is a unique person. I just had had
my picture taken with a group of Prayer War-
riors organized by Suzette Caldwell. You
know, it’s a unique country, when you think
about it, that people would pray for me. Peo-
ple T'll never know, people I'll never have
a chance to say thank you to, pray for me.
Suzette organized such a group, and I had
a chance to say thank you to the group. But
it shows the kind of person Suzette is. And
I want to thank you for your friendship as
well. T want to thank you for your prayers.
I feel them, and it means a lot—it means
a lot. And so, Suzette, I want to thank you
for your friendship as well. It’s great seeing
your kids. They're little livewires, little—one
of them is like a little Kirbyjon, you know—
[laughter]—hard to control. [Laughter]

It’s great to see Booker and Jean Caldwell
as well. Kirbyjon and I both lucked out; we’ve
got good, strong mothers. I hope you're still
listening to yours, Kirbyjon. [Laughter] I'm
listening to mine, I can assure you. [Laugh-
ter]

I'm traveling today with a great friend of
Houston, Texas, a friend of mine, a man who
has agreed to serve our community—com-
munities all across the country as the Sec-
retary of Education, Mr. Rod Paige. I like
to remind people that when I was picking
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the Cabinet, I wanted for the education man,
somebody that had actually been an educa-
tor. We had enough theory in Washington.
We wanted somebody that had actually done
the job. And as you know, he did a great
job as the superintendent of the Houston
Independent School District. What I love
about Rod is, he is willing to challenge the
soft bigotry of low expectations. He raises the
bar, and he’s not afraid to measure to deter-
mine whether or not we're meeting those
standards.

We passed a really important piece of leg-
islation called the No Child Left Behind Act.
And the way you make sure no child is left
behind is, you raise standards. You hold peo-
ple accountable. You correct problems be-
fore—early, before they're too late. I am ab-
solutely convinced that under Rod’s leader-
ship at the Department of Education, it is
less likely a child is going to be left behind
in America. And I want to thank you for your
service.

I know some of my running buddies from
the State Government are here, Lieutenant
Governor David Dewhurst and Railroad
Commissioner Michael Williams. I want to
thank you all for coming. I'm proud you're
here. I know Congresswoman Sheila Jackson
Lee is here, and I'm—there she is—and I'm
honored that youre here. Thank you for
coming, Congresswoman. I appreciate it.
One thing about Sheila Jackson Lee is, when
I see her, she’s never afraid to offer up any
advice. [Laughter] It's become a habit of
ours, hasn't it? [Laughter]

I appreciate the fact that we've got two
former Secretaries of Commerce here, one
Houstonian, Bob Mosbacher, and new Texan
Bill Daley. And I want to thank them both
for coming. I appreciate them being here.
I appreciate my friend Oxford. He’s actually
making a pretty good hand. Thanks for put-
ting on this event. Great to see you.

Genora Boykins, who’s the chairperson of
the CDC, I want to thank her for opening
this event up. I thank my friend Jodi Jiles,
who’s the treasurer of the Community Devel-
opment Corporation. I've known Jodi for a
long time.

You know, I have had the chance to hear
Kirbyjon preach, and he’s a pretty darn good

preacher. He reminds me of the preacher
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that got going one day, and about three-quar-
ters of the way through the sermon, a guy
was so moved on about pew three that he
popped up and screamed, “Use me, Lord.
Use me.” The preacher plowed on through
and finished up and didn’t think anything of
it until the next Sunday. About the same time
in his sermon, this guy gets so moved—I'm
sure some of you have been so moved by
Kirbyjon that you think about popping up—
this guy popped up again and he screamed,
“Use me, Lord. Use me.” After the service
was over, the preacher sought the fellow out.
He said, “Fine, I appreciate your willingness
to help, and therefore, I suggest and would
like for you to scrape and paint all the pews.”
The next Sunday the preacher is up there
letting it go. The guy pops up and he says,
“Use me, Lord. Use me, but in an advisory
capacity.” [Laughter]

I'm at the Power Center today because this
place is full of doers, not advisers. This was
once an empty Kmart building. It is now a
building full of love. It was used to sell goods,
and now it provides incredibly important
services to help save lives.

I find it interesting that they named the
center the Power Center. This—we're not
talking about electricity in this power. We’re
talking about a higher power that caused this
center to be. I find it also interesting that
in the midst of this—or at least the last time
I came, Suzette showed me the prayer facility
right in the middle of the center. You had
a bank. You've got a school, and you've got
a women and children’s clinic, the WIC pro-
gram—it’s a Government program. You've
got some job training. You've got the Hous-
ton Community Center—Community Col-
lege facility, I mean. But in the midst, there’s
a prayer center. People should realize that
the reason why this program is successful is
because the power in the Power Center
comes from a higher calling, a higher source
of power.

And the reason why I came to see the
Power Center in the first place was twofold:
One, I felt I had an obligation as the Gov-
ernor of the State to support programs that
were changing people’s lives in a positive
way; and secondly, I had heard that beyond
good intentions there were good results here
and that the Power Center was a unique
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faith-based program. And it helped me de-
velop a philosophy of government that I want
to explain right quick to you.

And part of my reason I'm doing this is
because I'm sending a message to the Con-
gress at the same time. [Laughter] They
might not be here, except for one very distin-
guished Congresswoman, but the TV cam-
eras are here. It gives me a chance to speak
directly to good social policy in America.

I saw people’s lives changed because of
faith. Right here at the Power Center is a
good example. I saw the fact that with the
proper application of the call to love a neigh-
bor like you'd like—love yourself, with re-
sources and social entrepreneurship, souls
could change. And I recognized that, at the
time in Texas and now nationally, that the
absolute best way to make sure that the
promise of America extends its reach into
every neighborhood, the best way to help
heal those who hurt is to bring all the re-
sources of our country to bear. And the most
powerful resource of all is the ability to trans-
form lives through faith.

I don’t talk about a particular faith. I be-
lieve the Lord can work through many faiths,
whether it be the Christian faith, Jewish
faith, Muslim faith, Hindu faith. When I
speak of faith, I speak of all faiths, because
there is a universal call, and that main uni-
versal call is to love your neighbor. It extends
throughout all faith.

That’s what the Power Center says to me.
It’s a living example of what is possible not
only in Houston but in communities all
around our country, because there are faith-
based communities all around our country.
There are churches on every corner. There
are synagogues in every town. There are peo-
ple of faith who have heard a call. It seems
like to me, this society of ours must rally the
people of faith. Amongst our plenty, there
are people who hurt. There’s addiction and
loneliness, social problems that can only be
cured by love.

I've been searching for that bill, by the
way, ever since I've been in government, the
bill that says youll love somebody. Sheila
Jackson will sponsor it, and Tl sign it.
[Laughter] But there is no such bill. People
don’t get their inspiration to help a neighbor
in need from government. They get their in-
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spiration from a higher being. And yet, gov-
ernment has thwarted faith to be involved
in our communities because of what they call
the doctrine of separation of church and
state. And that’s a noble doctrine. The
church should never be the state, and the
state certainly should never be the church.
But our Government must not fear the appli-
cation of faith into solving social problems.
We must not worry about people of faith re-
ceiving taxpayers’ money to help people in
need.

In my judgment, that doesn’t obscure the
line of church and state. It enhances the ca-
pacity of state to save lives by tapping into
this fundamental powerful resource of ours,
the heart and soul of the American people.

And yet in Washington, DC, there is an
attitude that we should not welcome faith-
based programs into the budgets of our Gov-
ernment. As a matter of fact, there are regu-
lations that specifically prohibit faith-based
programs from job training, for example, or
Head Start or some housing programs. There
is a fear that funding faith will somehow
change the doctrine of church and state.

I completely disagree. The discrimination
against faith-based programs at the Federal
level prevents us from using all our resources
to save lives. And for those who hurt, we
need to use every resource we have. For
those who are lonely, we need to use every
resource. For those who are hungry, we need
to use every resource. For those who look
for housing, we need to use every resource.
And so one of my missions is to work with
people to end the discrimination in Wash-
ington, DC, against faith-based programs.

The other problem we have, besides just
outright regulations saying that you cannot
use money for housing or Head Start or job
training programs, is the fact that oftentimes
groups that try to access Federal money—
by the way, and the purpose of the money
is to save lives, in many cases—the groups
that apply have to change their board of di-
rectors in order to access the money, or have
to take the cross off the wall, in the case of
the Christian faith-based program. But it’s
hard to be a faith-based program if you can’t
practice faith. If the effectiveness of the pro-
gram is based upon faith, our Government
must allow that program to practice its faith.
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You see, up to now, the question has been,
what is the process? My question is, what
are the results? If we're saving lives, if the
Salvation Army is doing what it does so very
well, we ought to welcome programs that
succeed. We ought to say, “You're welcome
into the fabric, the social fabric, of America
in changing lives.”

So that’s what we're off to do. And I have
signed an Executive order—Presidents sign
Executive orders. [Laughter] It says that we’'ll
have a level playing field for faith-based pro-
grams when they apply for Federal money.
I've got offices in each Cabinet set up to
make sure that the faith-based programs
have a friendly ear when they come to apply,
that they’re not facing the same old bureau-
cratic morass, that they get a welcoming ear.
Rod has got one in his office. HUD has got
one. Social—Cabinets have got them in their
offices because I want people who have got
a good idea about how to change somebody’s
life to have a sympathetic ear in Washington,
DC.

I want people to know that you ought to
come. Not only are people allowed to come
and make their case and to get help on
grantmaking, but we also assure them that,
in reverse, the Government is not going to
force them to change their habits and change
their ways and change their basic reason for
existing.

And were beginning to make some
progress. Slowly but surely, we're changing
the culture. We'll finalize new regulations
later this month that will open up a lot of
money available to faith-based programs.
And that’s important, because it means that
we'll do a better job of encouraging the
neighborhood healers to fulfill their mission.

Obviously, not all money will be Federal
money. That would be bad for the fabric of
America. That's why you're here, see. That’s
why I came. I want to encourage private
foundations not to discriminate against faith-
based programs. I want to encourage individ-
uals to give. But what I'm also telling you
is that the Federal Government needs to take
an active role, in my judgment.

Let me tell you some of the kinds of things
that are taking place, and hopefully this will
stimulate other thought for others who may
want to try to compete for taxpayers’ money
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to help save lives. The Department of Health
and Human Services recently awarded $7
million of grants to 15 faith-based groups
who support abstinence education. One of
the grants, for nearly $500,000, a new grant,
went to A Woman’s Concern. It’s a group
of faith-based health centers in the Boston
area. It seems like it makes sense to me that
when you're trying to help people make right
choices, that you ask people of faith to be
included in the process. This won't be a puni-
tive—it wouldn’t be punitive education. It
would be education done out of the kindness
of somebody’s heart. Faith-based programs
work.

We've got a—the Department of Labor
has awarded $21 million to faith-based
groups for job training. I asked Kirbyjon on
the way in from Ellington Field, I said, “Are
you able to access Federal money for your
job training program?” He said, “I didn’t
know we were able to.” Well, you will be
able to. What's wrong with having faith-based
programs? What's wrong with having a
church be able to reach out to a prisoner,
somebody who just got out of prison, some-
body who’s desperate for love? What's wrong
with a church, a place of love, surrounding
that soul and at the same time having a job
training program to help them? T'll tell you
what’s wrong with it. Nothing’s wrong with
it. And the Federal Government ought to
welcome faith-based programs to help save
lives.

In East Harlem, the Exodus Transitional
Community is using grants from Labor and
Justice to help released prisoners get a job.
That’s the kind of thing I'm talking about.
Exodus helped 252 people last year. This
year, with the new grant, theyll help 375.
And that may not sound like a lot because
there’s a lot of prisoners. But think about if
there was Exodus programs or Exodus-type
programs all over. Instead of 375, we’ll be
talking about 375 times thousands. And then
all of a sudden, souls who were once lost
are then found. People who thought they
didn’t have hope can find hope.

HUD, the Department of Housing and
Urban Development, is supporting faith-
based groups like Uplift Fourth Ward. You
may have heard about the program. The
Rose of Sharon Missionary Baptist Church
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in Houston runs it. Uplift Fourth Ward, the
folks in it—there you go. [Laughter] I'm glad
you invited somebody, Kirbyjon—[laugh-
ter]—from Uplift Fourth Ward. It is a chance
to rehabilitate historic buildings and provide
safe and affordable housing to low-income
seniors. Who says housing programs have to
be done out of the old traditional construc-
tion company? Why can’t housing companies
be started out of faith-based institutions?

There’s program after program that have
started—but we're just starting, is my point
to you. Congress needs to hear the call. Con-
gress needs to not thwart efforts. You see,
my attitude is, if a faith-based program pro-
vides help to anybody in need regardless of
their religion, we should not fear that pro-
gram. My view is, is that the program ought
to stand on its own. The money won’t go for
proselytizing. The money will go to the social
service intended for that program.

I believe we ought to empower people to
be able to make choices on where they re-
ceive their help. I can’t think of anything
more vital in America than to have a program
aimed at changing drug addiction in America
and a program that will allow faith-based pro-
grams to be an integral part of helping some-
body kick alcohol and drugs. I say that be-
cause I know firsthand what it takes to quit
drinking, and it takes something other than
a textbook or a manual. If you change a per-
son’s heart, you can change their life.

Our society must not fear the use of faith
to solve life’s problems. We must welcome
faith, and Congress must not block these im-
portant initiatives. There are lives to be
saved. There are soldiers in the army of com-
passion ready to save them, and the Federal
Government ought to be on the side of the
soldiers in the armies of compassion.

We'll continue working on the Compas-
sionate Capital Fund. I've asked for $100
million this year. It’s a way to help startup
social entrepreneurs learn how to apply for
grants. It gives people ways to fulfill their
mission, to realize their dreams. I believe we
ought to have a national mentoring program,
particularly for children whose mom and dad
may be in a prison, for junior high students.
I've asked for $450 million. I hope Congress
funds it. T just told you about my view on
drug rehabilitation. Look, when we find suf-
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fering in our society today, we can’t turn
away.

And just as an aside, we can’t turn away
overseas, either. I'm proud of the United
States of America. This great Nation is going
to spend $15 billion over the next 5 years
in the important work of human rescue by
providing medicine and help to millions and
millions of men, women, and children suf-
fering from AIDS on the continent of Africa.

I'm incredibly proud of our country. We're
a really strong nation. We need to be strong.
We're at a war with people who hate Amer-
ica, and I'll keep us strong militarily. We'll
be strong to meet the challenges. We’ll con-
tinue to push for freedom and peace over-
seas. The world is going to be peaceful,
thanks to the United States of America.
America will be more secure, thanks to the
focus and strength of the American people.

But at home, we need to work to save lives
as well. A secure America is a hopeful Amer-
ica. A secure America is an educated Amer-
ica. A secure America is a place where people
realize the American Dream is meant for
them as much as it is meant for me.

People say, “Well, your country’s strong.”
I say, “Yes, we are, but you don’t really un-
derstand the strength of America. It’s the
hearts and souls of our citizens.” That’s the
true strength of this country. The Power
Center tapped into that strength. Your con-
tributions tonight recognize that strength and
support it. And our Government must stand
side by side with that strength as well.

I'm incredibly optimistic about our coun-
try and its future. I've seen firsthand the
great character of the American people. And
it’s that character, it’s that determination, it
is that optimism that allows me to boldly pre-
dict: America will overcome any problem she
faces, abroad and here at home.

Thank you all for coming. May God bless
you, and may God bless our country.

NoTE: The President spoke at 5:49 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. Kirbyjon H.
Caldwell, senior pastor, Windsor Village United
Methodist Church, his wife Suzette, and his par-
ents Booker and Jean Caldwell; Lt. Gov. David
Dewhurst of Texas; Michael L. Williams, chair,
Texas Railroad Commission; and Genora Boykins,
chairperson of the board, and Jodi Jiles, treasurer,
Pyramid Community Development Corp. This
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item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7703—National
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities Week, 2003
September 12, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Historically Black Colleges and Univer-
sities have a distinguished past and an impor-
tant future in providing higher education for
Americans throughout our country. As we
celebrate National Historically Black Col-
leges and Universities Week, we recognize
these institutions for their dedication to aca-
demic excellence. And we reaffirm our Na-
tion’s commitment to equal educational op-
portunities for all Americans.

Since the mid 1800s, Historically Black
Colleges and Universities have provided su-
perb education and training to many Ameri-
cans. And these schools opened the door to
African Americans when other doors were
shamefully barred. Since their inception,
these schools have furthered the develop-
ment of young people who went on to be-
come leaders in government, business, edu-
cation, science, the military, law, and many
other fields. Graduates of Historically Black
Colleges and Universities have made great
contributions to America, and continue to
serve as role models for all Americans.

The struggles and many successes of
America’s Historically Black Colleges and
Universities are the struggles and successes
of our Nation. Today, our Nation’s 105 His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities are
building on their commitment to excellence
and their integral position within our higher
education system. Our Nation must continue
to support these schools for the sake of our
students and our future.

In 2002, I signed an Executive Order sup-
porting the White House Initiative on His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities to
help find new ways to strengthen these
schools. My Administration also has sought
to increase fiscal year 2004 funding for His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities by
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5 percent, requesting more than $224 mil-
lion. In addition, the President’s Board of
Advisors on Historically Black Colleges and
Universities is helping these colleges and uni-
versities benefit from Federal programs, ob-
tain private-sector support for their endow-
ments, and build private-sector partnerships
to strengthen faculty development and coop-
erative research.

America’s Historically Black Colleges and
Universities have a proud and storied tradi-
tion. America recognizes and salutes their
history and achievements and will work for
their continued success.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 14
through September 20, 2003, as National
Historically Black Colleges and Universities
Week. I call upon public officials, educators,
librarians, and all the people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate
ceremonies, activities, and programs as we
demonstrate our appreciation for these im-
portant institutions and their many successful
graduates.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:44 p.m., September 15, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 16. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Proclamation 7704—Small Business
Week, 2003

September 12, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America
A Proclamation

The success of small businesses in America
reflects the innovation, determination, and
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hard work of the American people. During
Small Business Week, we celebrate the en-
trepreneurs and business people who create
goods, services, and jobs, and bring oppor-
tunity and economic prosperity to commu-
nities throughout our country. We also reaf-
firm our commitment to helping more small
business owners and their employees realize
the American Dream.

Small businesses create the majority of
new jobs in our Nation and account for more
than half of the output of our economy. They
lead the way in generating new ideas and cre-
ating new technologies, goods, and services
for our country and for the world.

Small businesses also reflect the diversity
of America. Nearly 40 percent of small com-
panies in the United States are owned by
women. There are also more than 3 million
minority-owned small businesses across the
country.

Because small businesses are vital to our
Nation’s prosperity and reflect the hard work
of the American people, my Administration
has taken important steps to assist small busi-
nesses and the people they employ. We have
reduced taxes, encouraged investment, and
removed obstacles to growth. The Jobs and
Growth Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2003
I signed into law will provide 23 million small
business owners with tax cuts averaging more
than $2,200 each. The Act also quadrupled
the amount that small businesses can expense
for new capital investments, encouraging
new investment in technology, machinery,
and other equipment. This new technology
and equipment will increase productivity and
create new jobs, thereby contributing to the
overall strength of our economy.

We are also seeking to permanently elimi-
nate the death tax. With the repeal of this
tax, small business men and women will be
able to pass their life’s work to the next gen-
eration without having to pay a punitive tax
that in many cases forces the sale of the busi-
ness or many of its assets. And I support leg-
islation that would make it easier for small
businesses to offer health coverage options
to their employees. Through Association
Health Plans, small businesses could pool to-
gether to offer group plans to all of their em-
ployees, like those available to large busi-
nesses. In addition, we are working to

1217

streamline small business regulations and pa-
perwork. To this end, I issued an Executive
Order that requires all Federal regulatory
agencies to minimize these burdens on our
Nation’s small businesses.

The Small Business Administration (SBA),
which helps American innovators and risk-
takers launch and build their businesses,
celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. By
helping small businesses succeed, the SBA
continues to strengthen America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 14
through September 20, 2003, as Small Busi-
ness Week. I call upon all the people of the
United States to observe this week with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams that celebrate the achievements of
small business owners and their employees
and encourage and foster the development
of new small businesses.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twelfth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:44 p.m., September 15, 2003]

NotE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 16. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 13, 2003

Good morning. Two years ago this week,
America suffered a brutal attack. We will
never forget the burning towers and the
smoke over Arlington Cemetery and the pas-
sengers who rushed the hijackers. Yet history
asks for more than memory. On September
the 11th, 2001, we began a war on global
terror that continues to this hour.
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In the decades before that terrible day, the
terrorists conducted a series of bolder and
bolder attacks in the Middle East and be-
yond. They became convinced that free na-
tions were decadent and weak and would
never offer a sustained and serious response.
They now know otherwise.

Together with a coalition of nations, we
have struck back against terror worldwide,
capturing and killing terrorists and breaking
cells and freezing assets. In Afghanistan, we
removed the Taliban regime that harbored
Al Qaida. In Iraq, we defeated a regime that
sponsored terror, possessed and used weap-
ons of mass destruction, and defied the
United Nations Security Council for 12 years.
We have helped to liberate people from op-
pression and fear.

Today, with our help, the people of Iraq
are working to create a free, functioning, and
prosperous society. The terrorists know that
if these efforts are successful, their ideology
of hate will suffer a grave defeat. So they
are attacking our forces, international aid
workers, and innocent civilians. Their goal is
to drive us out of Iraq before our work is
done. They are mistaken, and they will fail.
We will do what is necessary to win this vic-
tory in the war on terror.

We are following a clear strategy with
three objectives: Destroy the terrorists; enlist
international support for a free Iraq; and
quickly transfer authority to the Iraqi people.
Through a series of ongoing operations, our
military is taking direct action against Sad-
dam loyalists and foreign terrorists. One
major effort underway right now, called Op-
eration Longstreet, is seeking and finding our
enemies wherever they hide and plot. Al-
ready, this operation has yielded hundreds
of detainees and seized hundreds of weap-
ons, and we will remain on the offensive
against the terrorists.

We are expanding international coopera-
tion in rebuilding Iraq. Today in Geneva,
Secretary of State Powell is meeting with
Secretary-General of the United Nations and
representatives of the five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council. They are dis-
cussing ideas for a new resolution to encour-
age wider participation in this vital task.
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And we're moving forward on a specific
plan to return sovereignty and authority to
the Iragi people. We have created a Gov-
erning Council made up of Iraqi citizens. The
Council has selected a committee that is de-
veloping a process through which Iraqis will
draft a new constitution for their country.
Day-to-day operations of many government
tasks have been turned over to ministers ap-
pointed by the Governing Council. And
when a constitution has been drafted and
ratified by the Iragi people, Iraq will enjoy
free and fair elections, and the coalition will
yield its remaining authority to a free and
sovereign Iraqi Government.

We have a strategy in Iraq and a mission.
We will fight and defeat the terrorists there
so we don’t have to face them in America.
And we will help transform Iraq into a exam-
ple of progress and democracy and freedom
that can inspire change and hope throughout
the Middle East.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:20 p.m. on
September 11 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on September
13. In his address, the President referred to Sec-
retary-General Kofi Annan of the United Nations.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 12 but was
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address.

Statement on the Death of
Frank O’Bannon

September 13, 2003

Frank O’Bannon was a dedicated public
servant and a good and decent man. He led
a distinguished career, including service in
the Air Force, in the Indiana State senate,
and as Lieutenant Governor. Since being
sworn in as Governor of Indiana in 1997, he
has served the people of his State with integ-
rity and devotion. Laura joins me in sending
our thoughts and prayers to his wife, Judy,
and their family.
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Memorandum on Delegation of
Functions Related to Loan
Guarantees to Israel

September 12, 2003

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Delegation of Functions Related to
Loan Guarantees to Israel

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, in-
cluding section 301 of title 3 of the United
States Code, I hereby delegate to the Sec-
retary of State the functions conferred upon
the President under the heading “Loan
Guarantees to Israel” in chapter 5 of title
I of the Emergency Wartime Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2003 (Public Law 108-
11).

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2003]

NoOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19.

Memorandum on the United States
Contribution to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization

September 14, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-37

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: U.S. Contribution to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization: Determination Regarding
Funds Under the Heading
“Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism,
Demining and Related Programs” in Title IT
of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing
and Related Programs Appropriations, 2003,
Division E of the Consolidated
Appropriations Resolution, 2003 (Public Law
108-7) (the “Act”)

Consistent with the authority vested in me
by section 562 of Division E of the Act, I
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hereby determine that it is vital to the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to waive the restriction in that section and
provide up to $3.72 million in funds made
available under the heading “Nonprolifera-
tion, Anti-Terrorism, Demining and Related
Programs” in title II of Division E of the
Act, for assistance to the Korean Peninsula
Energy Development Organization (KEDO)
for administrative expenses only.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination and the accom-
panying Memorandum of Justification, pre-
pared by my Administration, to the Congress
and to arrange for publication of this deter-
mination in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2003]

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 15, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19.

Remarks at the Detroit Edison
Monroe Plant in Monroe, Michigan

September 15, 2003

Thank you all. Please be seated, unless you
don’t have a seat. [Laughter] Thanks for the
warm welcome. T appreciate the chance to
come to this vital facility to meet the workers
who make it go, meet the planners who keep
it modern, and meet some of the people who
benefit from the electricity that's generated
out of here.

I come knowing our Nation faces some
great challenges. The biggest challenge we
face is the security of our people. We've got
to make sure that America is secure from
the enemies which hate us. And we've got
to make America secure by having an econ-
omy that grows so people can find work.

On the first front, to make sure America
is secure, we're making good progress. The
2 years from September the 11th—we got
hit. We got hit by people who cannot stand
what America believes in. We love freedom,
and we’re not going to change. And they
probably won't either. Therapy won’t work
with this bunch. [Laughter]
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So we will bring people to justice. It
doesn’t matter how long it takes. America
and many of our friends will find those who
would harm the American people and bring
them to justice. The only way to win the war
on terror is to stay on the offensive. We can
do a lot of things here at home. We can sup-
port our first responders. We can make sure
our law enforcement agencies talk to each
other. We can make sure our ports are more
secure, our borders are reasonable about un-
derstanding who is coming in and why
they're coming in. But the best way to make
sure the homeland is secure is to hunt these
killers down one by one and bring them to
justice, which the United States of America
will do.

As part of making sure America is secure,
I laid out a doctrine that said, “If you harbor
a terrorist, if you feed a terrorist, if you hide
a terrorist, you're just as guilty as the terror-
ists. To provide money to terrorists, you're
guilty, and we will hold you account.” And
the Taliban found out what we meant.

We gave an ultimatum to Mr. Saddam
Hussein. We said, “Get rid of your weapons.”
He ignored not only the United States but
the civilized world. That regime is no more.
And one thing is for certain: No terrorist or-
ganization will ever get a weapon of mass
destruction from Mr. Saddam Hussein.

Our Nation is more secure. The world is
becoming more free and, therefore, more
peaceful. This Nation yearns for peace, but
we understand the nature of the enemy. For
those of you who have got relatives in the
United States military, I want to thank you,
for a grateful nation. And you thank them,
on behalf of the Commander in Chief and
the people of this country, for the sacrifices
they are willing to make on behalf of the rest
of us.

Economic security is on my mind. I'm sure
the numbers are beginning to look better,
but there’s still people looking for work. My
attitude is, so long as somebody is looking
for work, then we've got to continue to try
to create the conditions necessary for job
growth. We want our people working. We
want the moms and dads to be able to make
a living, to be able to put food on the table
for their children.
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National security means economic security
for every single citizen. And one of the les-
sons we learned a while ago was that a reli-
able, affordable electrical power is essential
for economic growth in America. It’s an es-
sential part of an economic plan. If you're
interested in creating jobs, you'd better have
energy. You're not going to have an economy
grow without reliable sources of energy.

Lights went out last month—you know
that. [Laughter] It might have been good for
candle sales, but it certainly wasn't good
for—job growth. It recognizes that we’ve got
an issue with our electricity grid, and we
need to modernize it. We need to make sure
it works in the future. The first thing we’re
going to do is find out what went wrong and
address the problem. Secretary of Energy
Spence Abraham, right here, from the State
of Michigan, is leading that investigation. We
want the facts. We'll put the spotlight of truth
on the facts, and then we’ll deal with it. But
also, it’s clear that the power grid needs an
overhaul. It needs to be modernized. As we
go into an exciting new period of American
history, we want the most modern electricity
grid for our people.

When T first got in in Washington, I put
out a plan, a national energy strategy. I felt
like we needed an energy strategy for the
country. If energy is an issue, first of all you
need a strategy and a plan. And we laid one
out. And part of that plan modernizes—
called for the modernization of the electricity
grid. We need more investment. We need
research and development to make sure
were—as we invest new technologies,
they're the latest and best for the people of
this country. We also want to make sure vol-
untary reliability standards for utilities are
now mandatory reliability standards. When
somebody says they’re going to be reliable,
we don’t want it to be maybe reliable or per-
haps reliable. We want mandatory reliability
standards, so people can count on the de-
liver—to have their electricity delivered.

This is part of the plan I announced, as
well as we've got to make sure that the en-
ergy we use, we have the best technologies
to make sure we burn it as clean as we can.
That’s why I have a strong initiative for clean
coal technology. We want to make sure we
encourage conservation. But the truth of the
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matter is, we need to become less dependent
on foreign sources of energy, For the sake
of economic security.

We lead the world in new technologies
when it comes to energy, and we not only
can find new ways of producing energy and
make sure we do so in an efficient way, we
can make sure we do so in a clean way. You
know right here what I'm talking about, at
this plant. We lead the world in technologies
to make the production of energy cleaner.
And so therefore, I'm confident in predicting
to the American people, not only can we pro-
mote job security and increase jobs, but we
can do so in way that protects our environ-
ment. And I believe we have a duty to do
so. I believe a responsible nation is one that
protects the environment.

Yet the Government sometimes doesn’t
help. And that’s what I'm here to discuss—
[laughter]—those moments when the Gov-
ernment doesn’t help, when the Government
stands in the way. For example, powerplants
are discouraged from doing routine mainte-
nance because of Government regulations.
And by “routine maintenance,” I mean re-
placing wornout boiler tubes or boiler fans.
And all that does is, it makes the plant less
reliable, less efficient, and not as environ-
mentally friendly as it should be. So I
changed those regulations—my administra-
tion did. And I'm here to explain why we
did, in a way that I hope the American people
can understand.

Before I begin, I do want to thank Tony
Earley for that introduction. I just had a great
tour of your facility, Tony, by Paul—Paul
Fessler. He said to make sure I didn’t bring
up the Michigan-Notre Dame game. [Laugh-
ter] So I won’t bring it up. [Laughter]

I'm traveling today with Marianne
Horinko, who is the Acting Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency. She’s
a good, commonsense lady. She’s smart.
She’s capable. She understands that we can
grow our economy and protect the environ-
ment at the same time. It’s not one or the
other; it’s both. When we talk about environ-
mental policy in this Bush administration, we
not only talk about clean air; we talk about
jobs. And I believe we can do both, and so
does Marianne. I want to thank you for your
service.
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I thank Paul for the tour, and I was joined
on the tour by Mike Smith, who is a senior
union committeeman, Local 223. I appre-
ciate Mike taking me around and introducing
me to some of the fellow workers in the
plants. At least the ones I met, morale
seemed high. People enjoy working here.
You're providing a service. For all the work-
ers who work here, I want you to know you're
providing an important service. You're cre-
ating the conditions so people can find a job.
You're working hard to make sure somebody
can turn on a light switch, and they can real-
ize the comforts of modern life. Thanks for
what you do.

I'm also traveling today with Members of
the United States Congress, Congresswoman
Candice Miller and Congressman Fred
Upton. I want to thank you all for coming.
I appreciate you being here. We've got the
secretary of state, Terri Lynn Land, with us,
the attorney general, Mike Cox, the speaker
of the house, Rick Johnson, members of
the—all working hard at the State level. I'm
glad they are here too. And finally, Mayor
Al is with us, the mayor of Monroe. Al
Cappuccilli is here. Thank you, Mayor, for
being with us. You must be filling the pot-
holes—(laughter]—picking up the garbage—
[laughter]—that’s the way to go.

Today when I landed, I met Claire Jen-
nings. Let me describe right quick—/[ap-
plause]—it sounds like they know you,
Claire. [Laughter] One of the things I try
to do when I come to communities is to her-
ald those folks who are volunteering their
own time to make the world a better place.
It's amazing the people I've been able to
meet in our country. We've got all kinds of
people from all walks of life taking time out
to mentor a child or to take care of a—some-
body who is lonely, to help heal a broken
heart, surround somebody who hurts with
love. It’s really the strength of our country.
I'm proud of our military. I intend to keep
our military strong. But the strength of the
country is the heart and souls of our citizens.
It’s the willingness of people to lend a help-
ing hand. What Claire has done is, she de-
cided to enhance the wildlife growth around
this plant. She decided to make this impor-
tant facility a wildlife refuge as well.
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And it worked. It’s a beautiful setting. It’s
a wonderful—she’s done a wonderful job, as
have coworkers, in making sure the 800 acres
here at the Monroe plant is spectacular to
look at. And it will leave behind something
like a legacy for future generations. So Claire,
I want to thank you for setting a good exam-
ple. I'm glad you brought your daughter too.

I said as plainly as I could that I believe
we can grow our economy and protect the
quality of our air at the same time. And we
made progress doing just that. Let me give
you a statistic or two. Our economy has
grown 164 percent in three decades. That’s
pretty good growth. And yet, according to
a report that the EPA is releasing today, air
pollution from six major pollutants is down
by 48 percent during that period of time. So
you nearly double your economy, and yet
pollution is down by nearly 50 percent.

That should say to people that we can grow
our economy, that we can work to create the
conditions for job growth, and that we can
be good stewards of the air that we breathe.
And this plant is a good example of that
achievement. Since 1974, the power gen-
erated from here has increased by 22 per-
cent. You've created more power so more
people can live a decent life. And yet, the
particulate matter emissions have fallen by
80—81 percent. You're good stewards of the
quality of the air as well. You work hard in
this plant to put energy on the grid, and at
the same time, you're protecting the environ-
ment.

There’s reason for this progress, and it’s
because our Nation made a commitment.
Starting in the Clean Air Act of 1970, we
set high goals. We said, “This is a national
priority. Let’s work together to achieve these
priorities.” And we are working together.
This administration, my administration
strongly supports the Clean Air Act, and I
believe that by combining the ethic of good
stewardship—in other words, convince peo-
ple that it’s an important goal—and the spirit
of innovation, we will improve the quality of
our air even further, and, at the same time,
make sure people can find a job.

There is more to do, and so I want to talk
about three ideas that—three commonsense
steps that I put out to help us meet the new
air quality standards and further improve
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quality of life. I hope you find that they make
sense. They certainly do to me. They’re com-
monsense ways to deal with our environ-
ment.

First, we're going after the pollution that
comes from diesel vehicles. We worked with
the energy companies and the agricultural
concerns and the manufacturers; we worked
with environment groups; we worked with
union groups to come up with a common-
sense policy. And we did. We developed one,
and it's now being implemented. Oil compa-
nies will lower the sulphur in diesel fuel.
We'll enforce new emission limits on diesel
truck engines. And we're going to put for-
ward new rules that will control pollution
from off-road vehicles like heavy construc-
tion equipment. The stakeholders came; we
developed good policy. Everybody is on
board, and now we’re headed toward a clean-
er—cleaner quality air for all Americans.

Secondly, T proposed what’s called Clear
Skies legislation. Again, you heard the CEO
talk about this legislation. Clear Skies legisla-
tion will help cut powerplant emissions with-
out affecting job growth and/or jobs at this
plant. We're interested in reducing the nitro-
gen oxide, sulphur dioxide in mercury, com-
ing out of the powerplants around America.
We've put forth a plan; we brought people
in a room; we discussed it with them. The
stakeholders agreed; union workers—union
leaders have agreed; utilities have agreed;
manufacturing companies have agreed to a
plan that will reduce those three key pollut-
ants by 70 percent over a reasonable period
of time.

We've got an interesting approach. It's
been tried in the past. It's a cap-and-trade
system. We put mandatory caps on emis-
sions. It’s a little different look than maybe
you're used to. Instead of the Government
telling utilities where and how to cut pollu-
tion, we will work with them to create a cap,
how much to cut and when we expect it cut
by, but you figure out how. You're a lot better
in figuring out the how than people in Wash-
ington, DC.

Each year, each facility will need a permit
for each ton of pollution it emits. Companies
that are able to reduce their pollution below
the amount can sell the surplus to others that
need more time to meet the national goal
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and the national standard. In other words,
there’s an incentive system built into it. The
system makes it worthwhile for companies
to invest earlier in controls and therefore pol-
lute less. It ensures that high standards are
met in a commonsense way that is cost-effec-
tive and saves jobs. And under the legislation,
communities that have had trouble meeting
air quality standards will finally have a clear
and a more effective method to get them
help.

I'm going to be talking about this tomor-
row at the White House. I'll be doing it in
Washington because I expect Congress to
act. Instead of playing politics with environ-
mental legislation, we need to come together
and do what’s right for American workers and
American families. Clear Skies is good, sound
legislation and needs to be passed.

Finally, I want to speak to one other mat-
ter. It’s called New Source Review. We need
to fix those and have—we’re in the process
of fixing what they call New Source Review
regulations. After I explain it, I think it will
make sense as to why we're doing it.

The old regulations, let me start off by tell-
ing you, undermined our goals for protecting
the environment and growing the economy.
The old regulations on the book made it dif-
ficult to either protect the economy or—pro-
tect the environment or grow the economy.
Therefore, I wanted to get rid of them. I'm
interested in job creation and clean air, and
I believe we can do both.

One of the things we've got to do is en-
courage companies to invest in new tech-
nologies, convince utilities to modernize
their equipment, so they can produce more
energy and pollute less. In other words, as
technologies come on, we want to encourage
companies to make investment in those tech-
nologies. Yet old regulations, the ones we're
changing, actually discourage companies
from even making routine repairs and replac-
ing old equipment. That’s the reality. Regula-
tions intended to enhance air quality made
it really difficult for companies to do that
which is necessary to not only produce more
energy but to do it in a cleaner way.

Powerplants and companies wanted to
make one change they could afford. The reg-
ulators could come in and order them to
change everything, making every change a
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massive multiyear battle. That’s the reality
here at Monroe plant. The people who are
trying to modernize this plant and do their
job on behalf of the people of Michigan
found out that the regulations were so com-
plex that they could be interpreted any dif-
ferent way. And that's what happened. And
when you have complex regulations that are
open for interpretation, guess what happens?
The lawyers come in. [Laughter] And then
you have litigation, and then things grind to
a standstill.

So a lot of planners and people who were
charged with providing electricity and to pro-
tect the air decided not to do anything. They
didn’t want to have to fight through the bu-
reaucracy or fight through the endless law-
suits. And when that happens, fewer power-
plants are upgraded. They become old and
tired, which means people start losing their
jobs, which means our economy is not robust
so people can find work if theyre looking
for work, which means some cases, energy
costs are higher than they should be.

And so we decided to do something about
it—I did. It’s been in the process for a while,
and I decided to move, particularly when I
heard stories like this one here at Monroe.
In 1999, Detroit Edison made a decision to
upgrade the turbine steam generators here.
That’s a vital decision. For the men and
women who work at that plant, you under-
stand, when I say “vital decision,” that it is
a vital decision. The company wanted to give
more efficient—wanted this plant to have
new, efficient blades on the turbines, which
will allow more electricity to be generated
with the same amount of coal without caus-
ing emission increases. It seems like a com-
monsense policy. If T were running this plant,
I would want to modernize it so we could
produce more energy for the same amount
of input and continue doing a good job of
protecting the quality of the air. That's the
kind of corporate behavior that I appreciate.

Yet when the company took the plan to
the EPA, the first thing that happened is they
had to wait a year for an answer. [Laughter]
They said, “We've got a good way to do
something, but please tell us if we can move
forward.” And the answer wasn’t forth-
coming. And when the answer did come
back, it was so complicated, because the rules



1224

are so complicated, that Detroit Edison de-
cided to delay part of the project until its
experts could decipher the details of the rul-
ing. On the one hand, the rules are so com-
plex that the answer coming back was even
more complex, evidently, because nothing
happened for a while.

Now, finally, the project is going to be
complete. Detroit Edison decided to move
forward, 5 years after it decided to begin.
That's inefficient. That doesn’t make any
sense. The quicker we put modern equip-
ment into our powerplants, the quicker peo-
ple are going to get more reliable electricity.
If we're interested in job creation in America,
we’d better have the most modern facilities
to make sure that electricity is available so
people can expand their job base. And yet
the rules didn’t let that happen. The rules
created too many hurdles, and that hurts the
working people.

And so, as I said, we decided to do some-
thing about it. We began to review the old
rules and regulations. And we wanted to do
so in a careful way. The EPA held five public
meetings. More than 100 groups were rep-
resented, citizens and industry and local offi-
cials. There were thousands of comments. In
other words, we said, “If you've got a prob-
lem with the change, please bring them for-
ward. Or you support the change, bring them
forward.” We wanted to hear from people,
and the EPA did a good job of collecting
data.

In December, we issued the first set of
rules to clarify and simplify regulations for
manufacturers to do projects in an energy-
efficient way and to promote policy that
would discourage pollution. And now we’ve
issued new rules that will allow utility compa-
nies like this one right here to make routine
repairs and upgrades without enormous costs
and endless disputes. We simplified the
rules. We made them easy to understand. We
trust the people in this plant to make the
right decisions.

There is a lot of debate about New Source
Review—the change of New Source Review.
It makes sense to change these regulations.
It makes sense for the workplace environ-
ment. It makes sense for the protection of
our air. Not only do I believe that, but union
leaders believe that. Manufacturers believe
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that. The utilities believe that. A bipartisan
coalition in Congress believes it. We have
done the right thing.

Monroe plant is a living example of why
we acted. The people at this plant wanted
to put the most modern equipment, use the
most modern technology to make sure the
people of Michigan got energy at a reason-
able and affordable price and at the same
time protect the environment. Government
policy prevented them from doing so. We
have changed the Government policy for
good of the people of this country.

I mentioned the challenges we face, but
I'm an optimist, because I understand Amer-
ica. It's been my privilege to see the char-
acter of the American people. We are reso-
lute. We're plenty tough when we have to
be tough. We're also compassionate. Ours is
a resourceful nation. We set goals, and we
work together to achieve those goals. Ours
is a nation that, when we hear that somebody
is looking for work and can’t find work, cares
about that person.

I want to make sure this environment, eco-
nomic environment of ours is as healthy as
it can be. The American people have got to
understand, a healthy economic environment
means we’d better have energy. We'd better
be producing that energy. There’s electricity
so people can expand their manufacturing fa-
cilities. If you've got an issue with the manu-
facturing base, you'd better make sure you've
got a reliable supply of energy for the manu-
facturers, like they’ve got right here in Michi-
gan.

We can overcome problems. We're smart
and resourceful people. We're also a compas-
sionate people, people who are willing to love
a neighbor just like we love ourselves. That’s
what I love most about America. I love the
fact that there are people who hurt—I love
the fact that when somebody is hurting in
your neighborhood, youre likely to walk
across the street and say, “What can I do
to help?” It’s a fabulous country we have.

Oh yes, we've got problems, but there’s
no doubt in my mind, because of the char-
acter of the American people, we can over-
come any problem that’s in our way.

I want to thank you all for coming out
today. May God bless you, and may God con-
tinue to bless America.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Anthony F. Earley, Jr.,
chairman and chief executive officer, DTE En-
ergy; Paul Fessler, director, Monroe Power Plant;
Mike Smith, chief steward, Utility Workers Local
223, Power Generation Division; Mayor Al
Cappuccilli of Monroe; and former President Sad-
dam Hussein of Iraq.

Presidential Determination on Major
Drug Transit or Major Illicit Drug
Producing Countries for 2004

September 15, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-38

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Major Drug Transit or Major Illicit Drug
Producing Countries for 2004

Consistent with section 706(1) of the For-
eign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Year
2003 (Public Law 107-228) (the “FRAA”),
I hereby identify the following countries as
major drug-transit or major illicit drug pro-
ducing countries: Afghanistan, The Bahamas,
Bolivia, Brazil, Burma, China, Colombia, Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Haiti, India, Jamaica, Laos, Mexico, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Thailand,
Venezuela, and Vietnam.

The Majors List applies by its terms to
“countries.” The United States Government
interprets the term broadly to include enti-
ties that exercise autonomy over actions or
omissions that could lead to a decision to
place them on the list and, subsequently, to
determine their eligibility for certification. A
country’s presence on the Majors List is not
necessarily an adverse reflection of its gov-
ernment’s counternarcotics efforts or level of
cooperation with the United States.

Consistent with the statutory definition of
a major drug-transit or drug-producing coun-
try set forth in section 481(e)(5) of the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (the
“FAA”), one of the reasons that major drug-
transit or drug producing countries are
placed on the list is the combination of geo-
graphical, commercial, and economic factors
that allow drugs to transit or be produced
despite the concerned government’s most as-
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siduous enforcement measures. Consistent
with section 706(2)(A) of the FRAA, T hereby
designate Burma and Haiti as countries that
have failed demonstrably during the previous
12 months to adhere to their obligations
under international counternarcotics agree-
ments and take the measures set forth in sec-
tion 489(a)(1) of the FAA. Attached to this
report are justifications (statements of expla-
nation) for each of the countries so des-
ignated, as required by section 706(2)(B).

I have also determined, in accordance with
provisions of section 706(3)(A) of the FRAA,
that provision of U.S. assistance to Haiti in
FY 2004 is vital to the national interests of
the United States.

Combating the threat of synthetic drugs
remains a priority, particularly the threat
from club drugs, including MDMA (Ecstasy).
Since January, we have redoubled our efforts
with The Netherlands, from which the ma-
jority of U.S. MDMA seizures originate. I
commend the Government of The Nether-
lands for its efforts to address this scourge,
including increased enforcement, improved
risk assessment and targeting capabilities of
passenger aircraft and cargo, and inter-
national cooperation to control precursor
chemicals. I urge the Government of The
Netherlands to focus its efforts on disman-
tling the significant criminal organizations re-
sponsible for this illicit trade, using all tools
available to law enforcement. Continued
progress in implementing our joint action
plan, developed in March, should have a sig-
nificant impact on the production and transit
of MDMA from The Netherlands to the
United States. Although we have seen a sta-
bilization of MDMA use rates domestically,
there is an increase in the number of coun-
tries in which MDMA is produced and traf-
ficked. We will continue to monitor the
threat from synthetic drugs and the emerging
trends.

The United States and Canada are both
targeted by international trafficking organiza-
tions. We continue to work closely with the
Government of Canada to stem the flow of
illicit drugs to our countries and across our
common borders. The United States remains
concerned about the diversion of large quan-
tities of precursor chemicals from Canada
into the United States for use in producing
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methamphetamines. We hope that Canada’s
newly implemented control regulations will
disrupt that flow. The United States is also
concerned about widespread Canadian cul-
tivation of high-potency marijuana, signifi-
cant amounts of which are smuggled into the
United States from Canada. We will work
with the Government of Canada in the com-
ing year to combat these shared threats to
the security and health of our citizens.

In the 8 months since my January deter-
mination that Guatemala had failed demon-
strably in regard to its counternarcotics re-
sponsibilities, the Government of Guatemala
has made efforts to improve its institutional
capabilities, adhere to its obligations under
international counternarcotics agreements,
and take measures set forth in U.S. law.
These initial steps show Guatemala’s willing-
ness to better its counternarcotics practices,
but the permanence of these improvements
has yet to be demonstrated. T expect Guate-
mala to continue its efforts and to dem-
onstrate further progress in the coming year.

We are deeply concerned about heroin
and methamphetamine linked to North
Korea being trafficked to East Asian coun-
tries, and are increasingly convinced that
state agents and enterprises in the DPRK are
involved in the narcotics trade. While we sus-
pect opium poppy is cultivated in the DPRK,
reliable information confirming the extent of
opium production is currently lacking. There
are also clear indications that North Koreans
traffic in, and probably manufacture, meth-
amphetamine. In recent years, authorities in
the region have routinely seized shipments
of methamphetamine and/or heroin that had
been transferred to traffickers’ ships from
North Korean vessels. The April 2003 seizure
of 125 kilograms of heroin smuggled to Aus-
tralia aboard the North Korean-owned vessel
“Pong Su” is the latest and largest seizure
of heroin pointing to North Korean com-
plicity in the drug trade. Although there is
no evidence that narcotics originating in or
transiting North Korea reach the United
States, the United States is intensifying its
effort to stop North Korean involvement in
illicit narcotics production and trafficking
and to enhance law-enforcement cooperation
with affected countries in the region to
achieve that objective.

Sept. 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

You are hereby authorized and directed to
submit this report under section 706 of the
FRAA, transmit it to the Congress, and pub-
lish it in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2003]

NoTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Remarks at a Bush-Cheney
Reception in Drexel Hill,
Pennsylvania

September 15, 2003

The President. Thanks for your warm
welcome. Thanks for coming out tonight. I'm
honored so many showed up. Thanks for
coming. Thanks for your friendship, and
thanks for your strong support. I appreciate
the generous contributions you have made.
The truth of the matter is, what we're doing
is we're laying the groundwork for what is
going to be a great nationwide victory in No-
vember of 2004.

I'm going to count on you for more than
just contributions. I need your help. I need
you to put up the signs, to mail out the bro-
chures. When you go to the coffee shop, you
look them in the eye, and you tell them this
administration has got a hopeful and opti-
mistic vision for every single American.

There’s a lot of talk in the air, a lot of
political talk, and the truth of the matter is,
I'm loosening up. [Laughter] T'm getting
ready. But the political season will come in
its own time. I've got a job to do. I'm focused
on the people’s business in Washington, DC.
I've got a lot on the agenda, and I will con-
tinue to work hard to earn the confidence
of all Americans by keeping this Nation se-
cure and strong and prosperous and {ree.

Most of you probably wish you were at the
fundraiser a month ago when Laura was the
keynote speaker. [Laughter] If so, you've got
great judgment. She’s a fabulous First Lady.

Audience member. So was your Mom!
[Laughter]

The President. I'm sorry she’s not here
tonight. And speaking about my mother, I'm
still listening to her, by the way. [Laughter]
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I want to thank my friend David for being
a fine chairman. He’s been a longtime friend.
I've called upon him time and time again to
help, and he’s never let me down. David,
thank you, and the great team you put to-
gether, for—[applause].

I've got two great campaign cochairmen
for the State of Pennsylvania, two fine United
States Senators, men with whom I work
closely on key issues, Senator Santorum and
Senator Specter. Thank you all for your—
lapplause]. Like me, Arlen married above
himself. [Laughter] And I'm proud that Joan
is with us today as well. Thank you for com-
ing, Joan.

I'm also honored that members of the
Pennsylvania congressional delegation are
with us today, Congressman Gerlach, Con-
gressman Weldon, Congressman Green-
wood. Congressman Sherwood is with us. It’s
good that you brought your family, Don.
From the great State of New Jersey, Con-
gressman Jim Saxton is with us as well.

I'm also pleased that Attorney General
Mike Fisher is with us today. General, thank
you for coming. We've got another attorney
general with us, from the State of Delaware,
Jane Brady. Thank you for being here, Jane.
I'm so pleased to be able to say hello to Bill
Scranton. He’s one of the great Pennsylvania
political families. I'm honored you're here,
Bill. Thank you for coming.

Finally, I have the pleasure of saying hello
to a fantastic lady and her two children,
Connie Katz. Connie is here. She is rep-
resenting her husband, who is running a spir-
ited campaign for the mayor of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. And we’re proud you're here.

I want to thank the grassroots activists who
are here. I particularly want to thank Bob
Asher, a national committeeman from Penn-
sylvania, and Alan Novak, who is the chair-
man. I thank my friend Mercer Reynolds,
who is the national chairman of this cam-
paign. He’s from Cincinnati, Ohio, and he’s
taken a lot of time out of his life to help
gather the resources necessary to wage a
strong campaign in ‘04. Finally, I want to
thank Bill Kay, who is the owner of this es-
tablishment. I want to thank Bill and all the
good folks who have worked hard to put on
this event. Most of all, thank you all.
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In the last 2% years, our Nation has acted
decisively to confront great challenges. I
came to this office to solve problems, not to
pass them on to future Presidents and future
generations. I came to seize opportunities in-
stead of letting them slip away. This adminis-
tration is meeting the tests of our time.

Terrorists declared war on the United
States of America, and war is what they got.
We have captured or killed many key leaders
of the Al Qaida network, and the rest of them
know we’re on their trail. In Afghanistan and
in Iraq, we gave ultimatums to terror re-
gimes. Those regimes chose defiance, and
those regimes are no more. Fifty million peo-
ple in those two countries once lived under
tyranny, and now they live in freedom.

Two-and-a-half years ago, our military was
not receiving the resources it needed, and
morale was beginning to suffer. So we in-
creased the defense budgets to prepare for
the threats of a new era. And today, no one
in the world can question the skill and the
strength and the spirit of the United States
military.

Two-and-a-half years ago, we inherited an
economy in recession. And then the attacks
came upon our country, as well as corporate
scandals and the march to war, all of which
affected the confidence of the American peo-
ple. But we acted. We passed new laws to
hold corporate criminals to account. And to
get the economy going again, I have twice
led the United States Congress to pass his-
toric tax relief for the American people.

I believe and I know that when Americans
have more take-home pay to spend, to save,
or invest, the whole economy grows, and
people are more likely to find a job. This
administration also understands whose
money we spend in Washington. It’s not the
Government’'s money. It's the people’s
money. We are passing more of the people’s
money so they can help raise their families.
We're reducing the taxes on dividends and
capital gains to encourage savings and invest-
ment. Small businesses now have new incen-
tives to expand and to hire new people. With
all these actions, we're laying the foundation
for greater prosperity and more jobs, so that
every single citizen of this country can realize
the great promise of America.
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Two-and-a-half years ago, there was a lot
of talk about education reform, but there
wasn’t much action. So I acted. I called upon
and Congress passed the No Child Left Be-
hind Act. With a solid bipartisan majority,
we delivered the most dramatic education re-
forms in a generation. We now bring high
standards and strong accountability measures
to every public school in America. We be-
lieve every child can learn the basics of read-
ing and math, and we expect every school
to teach the basics of reading and math. This
administration is challenging the soft bigotry
of low expectations. The days of excuse-mak-
ing are over. We expect results in every single
classroom, so that not one child is left be-
hind.

We reorganized our Government and cre-
ated the Department of Homeland Security
to safeguard the borders and ports and to
make America more secure. I picked a good
man to run that Department. Tom Ridge is
doing a great job. You trained him well
[Laughter]

We passed trade promotion authority to
open up new markets for Pennsylvania’s en-
trepreneurs and farmers and manufacturers.
We passed much-needed budget agreements
to bring spending discipline to Washington,
DC. On issue after issue, this administration
has acted on principle, has kept its word, and
has made progress for the American people.

The Congress gets a lot of credit. I appre-
ciate working with Members of the Congress.
Got a great relationship with the majority
leader, Bill Frist, and Speaker Denny
Hastert. We're going to continue to work to-
gether to try to change the tone of Wash-
ington, DC, to get rid of the needless bick-
ering and endless politics and to focus on
the people’s business by focusing on results.
Those are the kind of people I've asked to
serve in my administration. I've put together
a great team on behalf of America, good,
honest, honorable citizens to serve the peo-
ple of this country. Our country has had no
finer Vice President than Dick Cheney.
Mother may have a different opinion.
[Laughter]

In 2% years, we've done a lot. We have
come far, but our work is only beginning.
I have set great goals worthy of a great na-
tion. First, America is committed to expand-
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ing the realm of freedom and peace, not only
for our own security but for the benefit of
the world. And second, in our own country,
we must work for a society of prosperity and
compassion, so that every citizen has a
chance to work and to succeed and to realize
the American Dream.

It’s clear that the future of peace and free-
dom depend on the actions of America. This
Nation is freedom’s home. We are freedom’s
defender. We welcome this charge of history,
and we are keeping it. Our war on terror
continues. The enemies of freedom are not
idle, and neither are we. This country will
not rest; we will not tire; we will not stop
until this danger to civilization is removed.

We are confronting that danger in Iraq,
where Saddam holdouts and foreign terror-
ists are desperately trying to throw that coun-
try into chaos by attacking coalition forces
and aid workers and innocent Iraqis. They
know that the advance of freedom in Iraq
would be a major defeat for the cause of ter-
ror. This collection of killers is trying to shake
the will of America and the civilized world.
But America will not be intimidated.

We're aggressively striking the terrorists in
Iraq, defeating them so we will not have to
face them in our own country. We're calling
on other nations to help to build a free Iraq,
which will make them more secure. And
we're standing with the Iraqi people as they
assume more of their own defense and move
toward self-government. These aren’t easy
tasks, but they’re essential tasks. We will fin-
ish what we have begun. We will win this
essential victory in the war on terror.

Our greatest security, however, comes
from the advance of human liberty, because
free nations don’t support terror. Free na-
tions don’t attack their neighbors. Free na-
tions do not develop weapons of mass terror
to blackmail the world. Americans believe
that freedom is the deepest need and hope
of every human heart. And I believe that
freedom is the right of every person, and I
believe that freedom is the future of every
nation.

America also understands that unprece-
dented influence brings tremendous respon-
sibilities. We’ve duties in the world. And
when we see disease and starvation and
hopeless poverty, we will not turn away. On
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the continent of Africa, America is now com-
mitted to bringing the healing power of med-
icine to millions of men and women and chil-
dren suffering with AIDS. This great, strong,
compassionate Nation is leading the world
in this important work of human rescue.

We face challenges here at home, and our
actions will prove that we're equal to those
challenges. So long as anybody who wants
to work is looking for a job, means that I'll
continue to work for an environment that en-
courages the entrepreneurial spirit to flour-
ish, working hard to make sure the environ-
ment is such that jobs grow so people can
find work.

We have a duty to keep our commitment
to America’s seniors by strengthening and
modernizing Medicare. The Congress took
historic action to improve the lives of older
Americans. For the first time since the cre-
ation of Medicare, the House and the Senate
have passed reforms to increase choices for
our seniors and to provide coverage for pre-
scription drugs. It is now time for both bodies
to iron out their differences to get a good
bill to my desk. It is time for the Congress
to fulfill the promise of our seniors today and
those of us who are going to be seniors to-
MOITOW.

For the sake of our health care system,
we need to cut down on the frivolous lawsuits
which increase the cost of medicine. People
who have been harmed by a bad doc deserve
their day in court. Yet the system should not
reward lawyers who are simply fishing for a
rich settlement. Frivolous lawsuits drive up
the cost of health care, and therefore, they
affect the Federal budget. Medical liability
reform is a national issue which requires a
national solution.

I appreciate working with Congressman
Greenwood. The House passed a good bill
to reform the system. The bill is stuck in the
United States Senate. Senators must realize
that no one has ever been healed by a frivo-
lous lawsuit in America. Not these people.

I have a responsibility as President to make
sure the judicial system runs well, and I have
met that duty. I have nominated superb men
and women for our Federal courts, people
who will interpret the law, not legislate from
the bench. Members of—some Members of
the United States Senate are trying to keep
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my nominees off the bench by blocking up-
or-down votes. Every judicial nominee de-
serves a fair hearing and an up-or-down vote
on the Senate floor. It is time for some Mem-
bers of the United States Senate to stop play-
ing politics with American justice.

Congress needs to complete work on a
comprehensive energy plan. The lessons of
last summer ought to be an indication that
we need to modernize our electricity grid.
You all know it well here. I have submitted
such a plan that will make the reliability
standards mandatory, not voluntary, that will
encourage new investment so we can say as
we head into the 21st century, “We're doing
everything we can to make sure power is
available to the American citizens.”

We need to use our technology to promote
conservation. We need to be able to explore
for energy in environmentally friendly ways.
We need an energy plan. For the sake of
economic security and for the sake of na-
tional security, this Nation needs to be less
dependent on foreign sources of oil.

Our strong and prosperous Nation must
also be a compassionate nation. I will con-
tinue to advance our agenda of compas-
sionate conservatism, applying the best and
most innovative ideas to the task of helping
our fellow citizens who hurt. There are still
millions of men and women who want to end
their dependence on Government and be-
come independent through hard work. Con-
gress must build on the success of welfare
reform to bring work and dignity into the
lives of more of our fellow citizens. They
should complete the “Citizen Service Act,”
so more Americans can serve their commu-
nities and their country. And both Houses
should reach agreement on the Faith-Based
Initiative, to support the armies of compas-
sion that are mentoring our children and car-
ing for the homeless and offering hope for
the addicted. It’s in our churches and syna-
gogues and mosques, it’s where we find Hin-
dus and Jews and Christians and Muslims,
that we find decency and compassion. This
country should not fear faith in the important
works of saving lives.

A compassionate society must promote op-
portunity for all, including the independence
and dignity that come from ownership. This
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administration will constantly strive to pro-
mote an ownership society in America. We
want more of our citizens owning their own
home. We have a minority homeownership
gap in America. I have submitted plans to
the Congress to close that gap. We want
more citizens owning and managing their
own health care plans. We want our citizens
owning and managing their own retirement
accounts. We want more people owning their
own business, because we understand that
when a person owns something, he or she
has a vital stake in the future of America.

Ina compassionate society, people respect
one another and take responsibility for the
decisions they make. We’re changing the cul-
ture of America from one that has said, “If
it feels good, do it,” and “If you've got a prob-
lem, blame somebody else,” to a culture in
which each of us understands we are respon-
sible for the decisions we make in life. If you
are fortunate enough to be a mom or a dad,
you’re responsible for loving your child with
all your heart and all your soul. If you're wor-
ried about the quality of the education in the
community in which you live, you're respon-
sible for doing something about it. If you're
a CEO in corporate America, you're respon-
sible for telling the truth to your shareholders
and your employees. And in a responsibility
society, each of us is responsible for loving
a neighbor just like we’d like to be loved our-
selves.

We can see the culture of service and re-
sponsibility growing around us here in Amer-
ica. I started the USA Freedom Corps to en-
courage Americans to extend a compas-
sionate hand to a neighbor in need. And the
response has been strong. Charities are
strong. Our grassroots faith-based organiza-
tions are strong all across America. Police-
men and firefighters and people who wear
this Nation’s uniform are reminding us what
it means to sacrifice for something greater
than yourself. Once again, the children of
America believe in heroes, because they see
them every day.

In these challenging times, the world has
seen the resolve and the courage of America.
And T've been privileged to see the compas-
sion and the character of the American peo-
ple. All the tests of the last 2V% years have
come to the right nation. We're a strong
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country, and we use that strength to defend
the peace. We're an optimistic country, con-
fident in ourselves and in ideals bigger than
ourselves.

Abroad, we seek to lift up whole nations
by spreading freedom. At home, we seek to
lift up lives by spreading opportunity to every
corner of this country. This is the work that
history has set before us, and we welcome
it. And we know that for our country and
for our cause, the best days lie ahead.

May God bless you all. Thank you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 6:35 p.m. at
Drexelbrook. In his remarks, he referred to Joan
Specter, wife of Senator Arlen Specter; Mike
Fisher, Pennsylvania attorney general; Connie
Katz, wife of Philadelphia, PA, mayoral candidate
Sam Katz, and their children, Philip and Lauren;
Robert Asher, Pennsylvania finance cochairman,
and Mercer Reynolds, national finance chairman,
Bush-Cheney 04, Inc.; Alan Novak, chairman,
Pennsylvania Republican Party; L. William Kay
I1, managing partner, Drexelbrook Associates; and
former President Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks on Proposed Clear Skies
Legislation
September 16, 2003

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thanks
for coming. The sky is clear—[laughter]—
and we intend to keep it that way. I just met
with a diverse group of our fellow citizens
from the manufacturing sector, from orga-
nized labor, the environmental community.
I met with Federal, State, and local officials.
We had a good discussion about how to pro-
tect our environment and grow our economy.
These groups don’t always get along, but they
agreed on this goal: The Nation must take
the next bold step and continue to make our
air cleaner with the Clear Skies legislation.
And that’s what we're here to talk about
today.

The Clear Skies legislation will continue
the great progress we have made against air
pollution. Over the past three decades, we've
reduced the Nation’s air pollution by half.
But there is more to do. Clear Skies legisla-
tion would further improve the health of our
citizens, promote new technologies that
would dramatically decrease emissions, help
communities meet environmental standards,
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and help create new jobs for American work-
ers. Congress must act on this initiative.

I appreciate members of my administra-
tion who are here to work on this initiative,
Secretary Gale Norton of the Department of
Interior and Marianne Horinko, who is the
Acting Administrator of the EPA. Thank you
both for coming.

I'm pleased to see that Senator Jim Inhofe
of Oklahoma is here. He’s the chairman of
the Environment and Public Works Com-
mittee. I have spoken to the Senator right
up there on the Truman Balcony about this
issue. And he’s committed to working with
us to get a good piece of legislation moving.
Mr. Senator, thank you for coming.

I also appreciate Senator Voinovich, who’s
the chairman of the Clean Air, Climate
Change, and Nuclear Safety Subcommittee,
for coming today, great State of Ohio. Thank
you for coming, Senator.

I see my good friend Joe Barton from
Texas who’s here, the chairman. Mr. Chair-
man, were glad youre here, the chairman
of the Energy and Air Quality Subcommittee.
I appreciate your interest in this topic. It’s
an important subject for America.

I want to thank Charlie Norwood, Con-
gressman from Georgia, Fred Upton, Con-
gressman from Michigan, John Sweeney, the
Congressman from New York, John Shimkus,
the Congressman from Illinois, and Wayne
Gilchrest, the Congressman from Maryland.
Thank you all for being here today.

We’ve got a nice diverse group of local offi-
cials who are with us today. Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Oklahoma Mary Fallin is here.
Thank you, Governor. I'm glad you're here.

Jim Garner, who'’s the mayor of the village
of Hempstead and, as importantly, is the
president of the U.S. Conference of Mayors,
thank you for coming, Mr. President. It’s got
a nice ring to it. [Laughter]

Mayor Bob Young of the city of Augusta
is with us today. Bob, thank you for coming.
State Senator Beverly Gard from Indiana is
coming. She had an eloquent testimony
about the need for us to make sure we have
manufacturing jobs in America. Clear Skies
is—addresses that issue. Thank you for com-
ing, Senator.

Harry Alford, who is the president and
CEO of the National Black Chamber of
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Commerce, is with us. Thank you, Harry.
Bruce Davis, who is the president of
Kanawha Manufacturing Company, is with us
today. Steve Higdon, who is the president
of the Greater Louisville Chamber of Com-
merce, is with us. He spoke eloquently about
the need for legislation to make sure jobs
in Louisville are saved.

Brian Houseal, who is the executive direc-
tor of the Adirondack Council, for coming.
I appreciate Brian being here. I was in the
Adirondacks 2 years ago. Were you there,
Sweeney? Yes, you were there. I think it was
May, and it snowed. [Laughter] But it’s such
a beautiful part of our country. I want to
thank you for your leadership on this issue.

Chuck MacFarlane, who is the president
of Otter Tail Power Company. It is a small
utility in the Dakotas, but it’s an important
part of making sure rural America has got
a chance to succeed economically. And I say
it’s an important part—Otter Tail’s viability
is an important part, the capacity to bring
electricity to our citizens is an important part
of any economic plan.

Jerry Roberts is with us. I want to thank
Jerry. He’s from Monroe, the Monroe plant
that we were at the other day. He’s the treas-
urer of the Local 223, Utility Workers of
America; it's an AFL—CIO affiliate. I want
to thank you for coming.

See, what we're talking about is good for
the working people of this country. What
we're talking about makes sense for those
who work for a living, and I'll explain why
in a minute. I thank all the small-business
leaders who are here and the community
leaders. I want to thank you for your efforts,
your deep concern about getting this legisla-
tion moving,.

See, these people are here because they
want a piece of legislation moving. They
know we must get something done. And
they’re asking me what they could do in the
room. And I said, “Well, I'm confident the
chairmen are going to carry the load. We've
just got to make sure that once these bills
get moving, that the undecideds hear from
us, that people understand the benefits as
to why we need this legislation.”

With the landmark Clean Air Act of 1970,
our Nation set high goals for air quality. And
this administration strongly supports those
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goals. I believe that by combining the ethic
of good stewardship and the spirit of innova-
tion, we will continue to improve the quality
of our air and the health of our economy
and improve the chance for people to have
a good life here in America.

You know, a lot of times I talk about the
fact that we can grow our economy and pro-
tect our environment. We’ve shown over the
last decades that that is possible. Our econ-
omy has grown 164 percent in three decades.
According to the EPA report released yester-
day, air pollution from six major pollutants
is down by 48 percent during that time. It’s
possible to grow the economy and protect
the air. We're proving it here in America.

And so the question is, how do we not only
continue that improvement but to do more
in a way that makes sense? And that’s what
I want to discuss with you. I've got three
ideas or three commonsense points that I
want to talk about to improve the quality of
our life here in America.

First, this administration is taking a strong
stand when it comes to air pollution that
comes from diesel vehicles. We made a bold
step and a bold proposal. Before we made
the proposal, we wisely sought advice from
environmental groups, from agricultural con-
cerns, from manufacturers, from energy
companies, to develop a strategy that will re-
duce emissions from diesel use.

Oil companies will now lower the sulfur
in diesel fuel. There will be tough new lim-
its—emission limits on diesel truck engines.
And we’re putting forward sensible new rules
that will control pollution from off-road vehi-
cles like heavy construction equipment. We
put together a good plan to deal with this
important issue, a plan supported by a lot
of interests.

Secondly, we're meeting new air quality
standards by fixing some old regulations that
weren’t working very well. It’s what they call
New Source Review regulations. See, we
want to encourage our companies to invest
in new technologies and modernize equip-
ment where possible, so that we can produce
more electricity and pollute less. That’s what
we want to do. It makes sense, doesn’t it,
to have policy that says to a plant like the
one we visited in Monroe yesterday, “We
want to encourage you to get with the latest
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technology, so you can do your job of pro-
viding more electricity but do it in a way that
protects the environment.” Unfortunately,
old regulations discourage companies from
doing that. We had old regulations on the
books that made it very difficult for utilities
to make wise decisions.

As a matter of fact, it made it difficult for
them to even have routine repairs or replace
old equipment. You see, if powerplants or
other companies wanted to make a change
they could afford, under the old regulations,
regulators would come in and order all kinds
of changes. They would make it such that
there would be a multiyear bureaucratic bat-
tle. See, the rules were so complex that they
were open for interpretation.

Complex rules also opens decisions to liti-
gation. You know, when something’s really
complex, it makes it easy for lawyers to sue
and tie things up. Plant managers weren’t
able to put the latest technology in place to
improve the quality of our air because of fear
of bureaucratic battle and lawsuit. That
didn’t seem to make any sense to us in this
administration, because we understand when
plants become inefficient and old and stale
and tired, the cost to the consumer goes up,
reliability of energy supplies is decreased,
jobs are lost. In fact, the spirit of the Clean
Air Act is disregarded.

So we did something about it in this ad-
ministration. We reviewed the old rules. We
held public meetings. We had more than 100
groups participate in hearings. We consid-
ered thousands of comments. We had a good,
healthy debate. And now we're taking action.
We're replacing the old rules with simple,
clear, easy-to-understand rules that will allow
utility companies to make routine repairs
without enormous costs and enormous dis-
ruptions to their plants.

And the country is going to be better off
for it. By changing the New Source Review
regulations, Americans are going to have
more reliable electricity at better cost, and
the skies will be cleaner. And it was finally
time to act, and this administration acted.

Third way to clean our air is through the
Clear Skies proposal. This legislation sets
mandatory limits on the pollution that con-
tributes heavily to smog, to acid rain, and
nitrogen deposits that damage our streams
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and our bays. Our goal over the next 15 years
is to reduce sulfur dioxide emissions by 73
percent, nitrogen oxide emissions by 67 per-
cent, and to have mandatory limits on mer-
cury emissions, cutting those emissions by 69
percent. These standards will be set, and our
powerplants will have the flexibility to meet
the standards. That’s an important part of this
initiative.

Clear Skies will establish overall caps on
emissions, and instead of Government telling
utilities where and how to cut pollution, we
will tell them how much to cut and when
we expect progress to be made. Every year,
each facility will need a permit of each ton
of pollution it emits. Plants that can reduce
their pollution below that amount are al-
lowed to sell the surplus to other plants that
need more time.

This is a system, cap-and-trade, with built-
in incentives. It has worked in the past. It
will make it financially worthwhile for com-
panies to invest earlier in controls and there-
fore pollute less. And by taking this action—
and I urge Congress to take the action—we’ll
have more affordable energy, more jobs, and
cleaner skies. The people here today share
a conviction that Clear Skies is a sound way
to clean our air and keep the economy grow-
ing. And I'm sure when Congress looks at
this initiative, they’ll agree.

The Adirondack Council is here, and I
want to thank you for coming. They support
this approach. You see, they've seen cap-and-
trade work. The forests in the Adirondacks
were and are still threatened by acid rain.
There was a severe problem. In 1990, the
Congress set ambition goals for cutting, by
half, pollution that leads to acid rain and cre-
ated the cap-and-trade system I just de-
scribed.

And the law—1990 law had an incredibly
positive effect. The Adirondacks are on their
way back. The damage from acid rain is being
repaired, but there is more to do when it
comes to acid rain. By placing stringent limits
on the pollution that causes acid rain and
harms our water, Clear Skies will help us to
complete the job that was started in 1990.
It’s a good, sound piece of environmental leg-
islation.

We've got State and local officials here.
See, they support Clear Skies because they
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want their communities to be able to have
clean air and good manufacturing jobs. Com-
bined with the administration’s rules on die-
sel emissions and Clear Skies, State and local
leaders will have the ability to meet national
standards without sacrificing good jobs—
good manufacturing jobs.

See, there’s now a tradeoff to be made.
The rules are such that it’s likely a lot of cities
are going to lose the capacity to have good
manufacturing jobs. A lot of inner-city people
aren’t going to be able to find work. The leg-
islation on the books is counterproductive.
We've got to change it with good, common-
sense legislation. And that’s what we're here
to talk about.

This legislation has support from utility
companies. Why? Because there will be cer-
tainty, and they’ll be given the incentive and
flexibility to invest in new technologies. And
of course, the unions support it, because a
reliable energy source is important for job
creation. But think about all the jobs that
will come as new technologies are installed
in the plants.

No, there’s a lot of benefit for this piece
of legislation. I'm anxious to get it started
in Congress. See, we've had to deal with
some issues in this country. We've had to
deal with the fact that too many of our citi-
zens are looking for work. One way to make
sure that the job supply is steady and growing
in the long term is to have a realistic energy
policy coupled with realistic environmental
policy. It’s a very important part of a growing
job base. People need certainty when it
comes to planning. People need to know the
rules are going to encourage investment and
change, not discourage it. People need to
know there’s going to be less lawsuits that
prevent rational thought from going forward.
People in this country must understand that
we can have a pro-growth agenda, a pro-job
agenda, and a pro-environment agenda at the
same time, and Clear Skies legislation is just
that.

I want to thank you for coming. I want
to thank you for your interest. God bless you

all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:38 p.m. in the
East Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor Bob Young of Augusta, GA;
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and Gerald Robertson, treasurer, Local 223, Util-
ity Workers Union of America.

Memorandum on Classified
Information Concerning the Air
Force’s Operating Location Near
Groom Lake, Nevada

September 16, 2003

Presidential Determination No. 2003-39

Memorandum for the Administrator of the
Environmental Protection Agency, the
Secretary of the Air Force

Subject: Memorandum on Classified
Information Concerning the Air Force’s
Operating Location Near Groom Lake,
Nevada

I find that it is in the paramount interest
of the United States to exempt the United
States Air Force’s operating location near
Groom Lake, Nevada, the subject of litiga-
tion in Kasza v. Browner (D. Nev. CV=S—
94-795-PMP) and Frost v. Perry (D. Nev.
CV-S-94-714-PMP), from any applicable
requirement for the disclosure to unauthor-
ized persons of classified information con-
cerning that operating location. Therefore,
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 6961(a), I hereby ex-
empt the Air Force’s operating location near
Groom Lake, Nevada, from any Federal,
State, interstate or local provision respecting
control and abatement of solid waste or haz-
ardous waste disposal that would require the
disclosure of classified information con-
cerning the operating location to any unau-
thorized person. This exemption shall be ef-
fective for the full one-year statutory period.

Nothing herein is intended to: (a) imply
that in the absence of such a Presidential ex-
emption, the Resource Conservation and Re-
covery Act (RCRA) or any other provision
of law permits or requires disclosure of classi-
fied information to unauthorized persons; or
(b) limit the applicability or enforcement of
any requirement of law applicable to the Air
Force’s operating location near Groom Lake,
Nevada, except those provisions, if any, that
would require the disclosure of classified in-
formation.
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The Secretary of the Air Force is author-
ized and directed to publish this determina-
tion in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Directive on Integration and Use of
Screening Information To Protect
Against Terrorism

September 16, 2003

Homeland Directive/

HSPD-6

Security  Presidential

Subject: Integration and Use of Screening
Information to Protect Against Terrorism

It is the policy of the United States to (1)
develop, integrate, and maintain thorough,
accurate, and current information about indi-
viduals known or appropriately suspected to
be or have been engaged in conduct consti-
tuting, in preparation for, in aid of, or related
to terrorism (Terrorist Information); and (2)
use that information as appropriate and to
the full extent permitted by law to support
(a) Federal, State, local, territorial, tribal, for-
eign-government, and private-sector screen-
ing processes, and (b) diplomatic, military,
intelligence, law enforcement, immigration,
visa, and protective processes.

This directive shall be implemented in a
manner consistent with the provisions of the
Constitution and applicable laws, including
those protecting the rights of all Americans.

To further strengthen the ability of the
United States Government to protect the
people, property, and territory of the United
States against acts of terrorism, and to the
full extent permitted by law and consistent
with the policy set forth above:

(1) The Attorney General shall establish
an organization to consolidate the Govern-
ment’s approach to terrorism screening and
provide for the appropriate and lawful use
of Terrorist Information in screening proc-
esses.

(2) The heads of executive departments
and agencies shall, to the extent permitted
by law, provide to the Terrorist Threat Inte-
gration Center (TTIC) on an ongoing basis
all appropriate Terrorist Information in their
possession, custody, or control. The Attorney
General, in coordination with the Secretary
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of State, the Secretary of Homeland Security,
and the Director of Central Intelligence shall
implement appropriate procedures and safe-
guards with respect to all such information
about United States persons. The TTIC will
provide the organization referenced in para-
graph (1) with access to all appropriate infor-
mation or intelligence in the TTIC’s custody,
possession, or control that the organization
requires to perform its functions.

(3) The heads of executive departments
and agencies shall conduct screening using
such information at all appropriate opportu-
nities, and shall report to the Attorney Gen-
eral not later than 90 days from the date of
this directive, as to the opportunities at which
such screening shall and shall not be con-
ducted.

(4) The Secretary of Homeland Security
shall develop guidelines to govern the use
of such information to support State, local,
territorial, and tribal screening processes,
and private sector screening processes that
have a substantial bearing on homeland secu-
rity.
(5) The Secretary of State shall develop
a proposal for my approval for enhancing co-
operation with certain foreign governments,
beginning with those countries for which the
United States has waived visa requirements,
to establish appropriate access to terrorism
screening information of the participating
governments.

This directive does not alter existing au-
thorities or responsibilities of department
and agency heads to carry out operational ac-
tivities or provide or receive information.
This directive is intended only to improve
the internal management of the executive
branch and is not intended to, and does not,
create any right or benefit enforceable at law
or in equity by any party against the United
States, its departments, agencies, entities, of-
ficers, employees or agents, or any other per-
son.

The Attorney General, in consultation with
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of
Homeland Security, and the Director of
Central Intelligence, shall report to me
through the Assistant to the President for
Homeland Security not later than October
31, 2003, on progress made to implement
this directive and shall thereafter report to
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me on such progress or any recommended
changes from time to time as appropriate.

George W. Bush

Proclamation 7705—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 2003

September 16, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

In the summer of 1787, representatives
from the States met in Philadelphia to estab-
lish a new Constitution that would unite
America. They intended the Constitution to
achieve six purposes: “to form a more perfect
Union, establish Justice, insure domestic
Tranquility, provide for the common
defence, promote the general Welfare, and
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves
and our Posterity.” Their work was successful
and enduring. For more than two centuries,
the American people have honored the fore-
sight and wisdom of the Framers by respect-
ing and defending our Constitution.

Our Constitution and our country have
grown stronger over the last 216 years—
through wars, searing internal conflicts, and
great social, economic, and technological
change. In the last 2 years, America has again
been tested, this time by terrorist attacks de-
signed to strike at our people, our institu-
tions, and our constitutional government. In
the wake of those attacks, we have renewed
and strengthened our commitment to a more
perfect Union and common defense, to jus-
tice and domestic tranquility, to the general
welfare and the blessings of liberty.

On Citizenship Day and during Constitu-
tion Week, we remember those who have
fought and those who have died to preserve,
protect, and defend the Constitution. We re-
call and reiterate the vow of President Abra-
ham Lincoln that these “dead shall not have
died in vain—that this Nation, under God,
shall have a new birth of freedom—and that
government of the people, by the people, for
the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

In remembrance of the signing of the Con-
stitution and in recognition of the Americans
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who strive to uphold the duties and respon-
sibilities of citizenship, the Congress, by joint
resolution of February 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C.
106, as amended), designated September 17
as “Citizenship Day,” and by joint resolution
of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C. 108, as amend-
ed), requested that the President proclaim
the week beginning September 17 and end-
ing September 23 of each year as “Constitu-
tion Week.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 17, 2003, as
Citizenship Day, and September 17 through
September 23, 2003, as Constitution Week.
I encourage Federal, State, and local offi-
cials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and
educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs to celebrate our Con-
stitution and reaffirm our commitment as
citizens to this great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixteenth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand three, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 18, 2003]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 17, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 19. The Office of the Press Secretary also
released a Spanish language version of this procla-
mation.

Remarks at the Rededication of the
Rotunda at the National Archives

September 17, 2003

Speaker Hastert, Mr. Chief Justice, Justice
Kennedy, Justice Thomas, Senator Frist and
Senator Daschle, Representative Pelosi,
Members of Congress, Governor Carlin, la-
dies and gentlemen: Laura and I are pleased
to join with all of you for this morning’s im-
portant ceremony. And all of us here today
are honored to witness the unveiling of our
Declaration of Independence, our original
Constitution, and the Bill of Rights. Because
of the careful, patient work carried out these
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last 2 years, all Americans and visitors from
across the world can once again step forward
and see our Nation’s founding documents.

This new display is certainly preferable to
the burlap sacks once used to carry the Dec-
laration. Since the Declaration of Independ-
ence first left Philadelphia in a horse cart,
the founding documents have been moved
many times, including a secret trip to Fort
Knox during World War II. For the last half-
century, their home has been this Rotunda.

When President Harry Truman stood here
51 years ago, he rightly praised modern
methods of document preservation. These
methods served us well. In our day, preserva-
tion has become an even higher art, through
the skill of conservators like those who ac-
cepted this very demanding assignment. The
work of handling the fragile parchment and
preparing it for these new encasements had
to be difficult and must have been pretty
nerve-wracking. I don’t know how you prac-
tice for a job like that. [Laughter] But I do
know there’s little margin for error. And so,
to all the professionals involved in this great
task, we thank you for your work, and we
thank you for the contribution to our country.

Many Americans have seen reproductions
of the Declaration of Independence. A lot
of us have seen reproductions of the Con-
stitution. We know so well the first three
words of our Constitution, “We the people.”
Yet, as familiar as these documents are, to
see them in their originals is a moving experi-
ence. I hope a lot of our fellow citizens come
to this Rotunda and see firsthand the work
of our Founding Fathers.

Looking at the faded names of Hancock
and Adams and Jefferson, Franklin, and oth-
ers, you can better see the bravery behind
the stirring words declaring independence.
It was one thing to nod in agreement as the
text was read and approved. It's quite an-
other to take the quill and add your name,
becoming at that instant the enemy of an em-
pire. And each of the signers, as his pen
moved across the page, had not only reached
a great turning point in his own life but in
the life of the world. The true revolution was
not to defy one earthly power but to declare
principles that stand above every earthly
power, the equality of each person before
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God and the responsibility of government to
secure the rights of all.

The courage of America’s first leaders gave
us the Declaration. Their patience and wis-
dom gave us the Constitution. They were pa-
tient through long and contentious and
learned debates and discussions. They were
wise in their understanding of human nature,
with all its virtues and all the temptations.
The supreme law of this land is the work
of practical minds addressed to practical
questions, like how to govern effectively and
also limit the powers of government, how to
represent the will of the people and to con-
trol the passions of temporary majorities.
Framers devised answers that can now be
found in constitutions across the world: Sepa-
rate branches; enumerated powers; checks
and balances; specific protections of the Bill
of Rights.

Taken together, our founding documents
set a standard that is the test and the burden
of every generation. The text written by a
slaveholder would become an unanswerable
brief against slavery. The Constitution draft-
ed and approved by men alone would, by
its own logic, eventually assure the full par-
ticipation of women. The ideals of our
Founders were stronger than any flaws of the
Founders. They rebuke our failures and
guide our reforms. “These Charters of Free-
dom,” said Martin Luther King, “are a prom-
issory note, a pledge of justice to all who are
denied it.”

In the course of two centuries, the ideals
of our founding documents have defined
America’s purposes in the world. Since July
4th, 1776, to this very day, Americans have
seen freedom’s power to overcome tyranny,
to inspire hope even in times of great trial,
to turn the creative gifts of men and women
to the pursuits of peace. We have seen free-
dom’s power in Europe and Asia and Africa
and Latin America, and we will see freedom’s
power in the Middle East. Every person in
every culture has the inalienable right to life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Amer-
ica owns the Declaration of Independence
and the Constitution, but the ideals they pro-
claim belong to all mankind.

This morning, exactly 216 years after the
Constitutional Convention finished its busi-
ness, the American people can take pride in
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the care we have given to preserving the
work of the founding generation. Their words
first guided a nation of scarcely 4 million
souls. Yet even in their own day, the Found-
ers knew they had put large events in motion,
and free people everywhere remain in their
debt.

In this Rotunda are the most cherished
material possessions of a great and good na-
tion. By this rededication, we show our deep
respect for the first principles of our Repub-
lic and our lasting gratitude to those first citi-
zens of the United States of America.

May God continue to bless our country.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the Ro-
tunda for the Charters of Freedom at the National
Archives and Records Administration. In his re-
marks, he referred to Archivist of the United
States John Carlin.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
the Congressional Conference
Committee on Energy Legislation
and an Exchange With Reporters

September 17, 2003

The President. I want to thank Members
from both political parties for coming down
here today to discuss the energy bill that’s
in conference. I really do appreciate the com-
mitment of all the parties here at the table
to work together to get an energy bill on be-
half of the American people, a comprehen-
sive energy plan that will address supply and
conservation, help us modernize our elec-
tricity grid.

It's a compelling issue, and there was a
good spirit here. Obviously, there’s not 100-
percent agreement, but there is agreement
that we need to get something done. And
I want to thank the Members. I want to thank
the chairman and the ranking members for
taking time to come.

And I'm pleased with the commitment by
Senator Domenici and Congressman Tauzin
to see if they can’t get a bill down here by
mid-October—I believe is what he told me—
Billy—and to my desk. And we look forward
to working with them. I think the American
people are—know we need to have a national
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energy policy. And it’s a chance to get it
done, into law.

Thanks for coming. I'll answer a couple
of questions. Terry [Terry Hunt, Associated
Press], do you want to start?

U.N. Resolution on Iraq

Q. Mr. President, how is the administra-
tion recasting the proposed U.N. resolution
on Iraq to meet the objections of some coun-
tries?

The President. We're still talking about
it, Terry. I mean, we are—had some discus-
sions this morning on it. The key is to make
sure that the political situation in Iraq evolves
in a way that will lead to a free and—a free
society. The Iraqis need to develop a con-
stitution and then have free elections. Then
we can—and then we deal with the sov-
ereignty issue. And so, therefore, we're talk-
ing amongst ourselves.

King [John King, Cable News Network].

Saddam Hussein and the Attacks of
September 11

Q. Mr. President, Dr. Rice and Secretary
Rumsfeld both said yesterday that they have
seen no evidence that Iraq had anything to
do with September 11th. Yet, on “Meet the
Press,” Sunday, the Vice President said Iraq
was a geographic base for the terrorists, and
he also said, “I don’t know, or we don’t
know,” when asked if there was any involve-
ment. Your critics say that this is some ef-
fort—deliberate effort to blur the line and
confuse people. How would you answer that?

The President. No, we've had no evi-
dence that Saddam Hussein was involved
with the September the 11th. What the Vice
President said was, is that he has been in-
volved with Al Qaida. And Al Zarqawi, Al
Qaida operative, was in Baghdad. He’s the
guy that ordered the killing of a U.S. dip-
lomat. He’s a man who is still running loose,
involved with the poisons network, involved
with Ansar Al Islam. There’s no question that
Saddam Hussein had Al Qaida ties.

Caren [Caren Bohan], Reuters.

Energy Legislation

Q. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Step forth and speak.
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Q. I know that the ANWR drilling provi-
sion is very important to you, but are you
willing to sacrifice it to get a broader bill?

The President. One thing I've learned,
Caren, is not to negotiate with myself, par-
ticularly in front of cameras. The conferees
will work as hard as they can to come up
with a good bill that can pass both bodies.
And we look forward to working with them.
I think it’s very important for our country
to recognize that we need to become less
dependent on foreign sources of crude and,
therefore, find ways to do that. We had a
good discussion. That’s certainly a conten-
tious issue, and you'll find strong opinions
around the table about this. And the job of
the conferees is to work through these issues,
and we look forward to helping them.

Yes, final question.

Funding for Domestic Priorities and Iraqi
Reconstruction

Q. Mr. President, how do you re-
spond
The President. Identify yourself, please.

Q. Pam Fessler from NPR.

The President. Oh, Pam, of course—/[in-
audible]. How do I respond?

Q. How do you respond to criticism that
you are asking for $20 billion in aid to recon-
struct Iraq at a time when a lot of domestic
work, such as the No Child Left Behind and
the Help America Vote Act are not being
fully funded?

The President. Well, T will start with—
by responding this way: The No Child Left
Behind funding is the largest increase in ele-
mentary and secondary school funding in a
long time. And the Title I part of the Ele-
mentary and Secondary School Act funding
is a large increase as well—historic increases.

Secondly, that it is vital that we succeed
in Iraq, that a free Iraq will make America
more secure. A free Iraq will change the dy-
namics of the Middle East, which will be im-
portant for peace. And I appreciate the sup-
port of Congress and the understanding of
Congress that we will succeed in Iraq. And
so the $20 billion is to help rehabilitate that
country, so that the people of that country
can live a free and hopeful life.

Listen, thank you all for coming.
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NoOTE: The President spoke at 4:48 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq; senior Al Qaida associate Abu
Musab Al Zarqawi; and USAID officer Laurence
Foley, who was killed in Amman, Jordan, on Octo-
ber 28, 2002. He also referred to Title I of the
Improving America’s Schools Act of 1994 (Public
Law No. 103-382), which amended Title I of the
Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965
(Public Law No. 89-10).

Executive Order 13316—
Continuance of Certain Federal
Advisory Commiittees

September 17, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in accordance
with the provisions of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App.),
it is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Each advisory committee listed
below is continued until September 30, 2005.

(a) Committee for the Preservation of the
White House; Executive Order 11145, as
amended (Department of the Interior).

(b) National Infrastructure Advisory Coun-
cil; Section 3 of Executive Order 13231, as
amended (Department of Homeland Secu-
rity).

(c) Federal Advisory Council on Occupa-
tional Safety and Health; Executive Order
12196, as amended (Department of Labor).

(d) President’s Board of Advisors on His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities; Ex-
ecutive Order 13256 (Department of Edu-
cation).

(e) President’s Board of Advisors on Tribal
Colleges and Universities; Executive Order
13270 (Department of Education).

(f) President's Commission on White
House Fellowships; Executive Order 11183,
as amended (Office of Personnel Manage-
ment).

(g) President’s Committee on the Arts and
the Humanities; Executive Order 12367, as
amended (National Endowment for the
Arts).

(h) President’s Committee on the Inter-
national Labor Organization; Executive
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Order 12216, as amended (Department of
Labor).

(i) President’s Committee on the National
Medal of Science; Executive Order 11287,
as amended (National Science Foundation).

(j) President’s Council on Bioethics; Exec-
utive Order 13237 (Department of Health
and Human Services).

(k) President’s Council on Physical Fitness
and Sports; Executive Order 13265 (Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services).

(1) President’s Export Council; Executive
Order 12131, as amended (Department of
Commerce).

(m) President’s National Security Tele-
communications Advisory Committee; Exec-
utive Order 12382, as amended (Department
of Homeland Security).

(n) Trade and Environment Policy Advi-
sory Commiittee; Executive Order 12905 (Of-
fice of the United States Trade Representa-
tive).

Sec. 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of
any other Executive Order, the functions of
the President under the Federal Advisory
Committee Act that are applicable to the
committees listed in section 1 of this order
shall be performed by the head of the depart-
ment or agency designated after each com-
mittee, in accordance with the guidelines and
procedures established by the Administrator
of General Services.

Sec. 3. The following Executive Orders,
or sections thereof, which established com-
mittees that have terminated or whose work
is completed, are revoked:

(a) Sections 5 through 7 of Executive
Order 13111, as amended by Executive
Order 13188 and Section 3(a) of Executive
Order 13218, pertaining to the establishment
of the Advisory Committee on Expanding
Training Opportunities;

(b) Executive Order 12975, as amended
by Executive Orders 13018, 13046, and
13137, establishing the National Bioethics
Advisory Commission;

(c) Executive Order 13227, as amended by
Executive Order 13255, establishing the
President’s Commission on Excellence in
Special Education;

(d) Executive Order 13278, establishing
the President’s Commission on the United
States Postal Service;
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(e) Executive Order 13210, establishing
the President’s Commission to Strengthen
Social Security;

(f) Sections 5 through 8 of Executive
Order 13177, pertaining to the establishment
of the President’s Council on the Use of Off-
sets in Commercial Trade;

(g) Executive Order 13263, establishing
the President’s New Freedom Commission
on Mental Health;

(h) Executive Order 13214, establishing
the President’s Task Force to Improve
Health Care Delivery for Our Nation’s Vet-
erans; and

(i) Executive Order 13147, as amended by
Executive Order 13167, establishing the
White House Commission on Complemen-
tary and Alternative Medicine Policy.

Sec. 4. Executive Order 13225 is super-
seded.

Sec. 5. Section 1-102(a) of Executive
Order 12131, as amended, is further amend-
ed to read as follows:

“(a) The heads of the following executive
agencies or their representatives:

(1) Department of State.

(2) Department of the Treasury.

(3) Department of Agriculture.

(4) Department of Commerce.

(5) Department of Labor.

(6) Department of Energy.

(7) Department of Homeland Security.

(8) Office of the United States Trade

Representative.
(9) Export-Import Bank of the United
States.

(10) Small Business Administration.”

Sec. 6. This order shall be effective Sep-
tember 30, 2003.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 17, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:38 a.m., September 22, 2003]

NotE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on September 23.
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Order—Designation Under
Executive Order 12958

September 17, 2003

Consistent with the provisions of section
1.3 of Executive Order 12958 of April 17,
1995, as amended, entitled “Classified Na-
tional Security Information,” I hereby des-
ignate the Director of the Office of Science
and Technology Policy to classify information
originally as “Top Secret.”

Any delegation of this authority shall be
in accordance with section 1.3(c) of Execu-
tive Order 12958, as amended.

This order shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 17, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:38 a.m., September 22, 2003]

NotE: This order will be published in the Federal
Register on September 23.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Appropriations
Request for Ongoing Military and
Intelligence Operations in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and Elsewhere

September 17, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:

Two years ago, we responded to attacks
on America by launching a global war against
terrorism that has removed gathering threats
to America and our allies and has liberated
the Iraqi and Afghan people from oppression
and fear.

America is making steady progress in the
war on terror. Nearly two-thirds of al Qaeda’s
leadership has been captured or killed. In
Afghanistan, we removed the Taliban from
power and shut down terrorist training
camps. In Iraq, we led a coalition that re-
moved a dangerous tyrant who sponsored
terror, possessed and used weapons of mass
destruction, and for 12 years defied the clear
demands of the United Nations Security
Council.
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Today, I am submitting a request for 2004
supplemental appropriations for ongoing
military and intelligence operations in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and elsewhere. Our men and
women in uniform, alongside our coalition
partners, are bringing peace and stability to
Iraq and fighting the terrorist threat. In Af-
ghanistan, our Armed Forces continue to
track down terrorists and provide security as
the Afghan people rebuild their nation. Our
commitment to ongoing operations against
terrorism is worthy of our country and critical
to our security.

My request also supports the Coalition
Provisional Authority’s reconstruction oper-
ations in Iraq and supports reconstruction ef-
forts in Afghanistan. These reconstruction
funds are essential to secure the transition
to self-government and to create conditions
for economic growth and investment. By
helping the Iragi and Afghan people build
free and democratic nations, America and
our allies are bringing freedom and hope to
a troubled region, and undermining a key
base of operations for terrorists. The sooner
we achieve these conditions, the sooner our
troops will return home.

This request reflects urgent and essential
requirements. I ask the Congress to appro-
priate the funds as requested, and promptly
return the bill to me for signature. I hereby
designate the specific proposals in the
amounts requested herein as emergency re-
quirements. I urge the Congress not to attach
items that are not directly related to the
emergency abroad.

The details of the request are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.
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Proclamation 7706—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 2003
September 17, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America’s diversity has always been a great
strength of our Nation. As we celebrate Na-
tional Hispanic Heritage Month, we recog-
nize and applaud the extraordinary accom-
plishments of Hispanic Americans.

From America’s beginning, Hispanic
Americans have served as leaders in business,
government, law, science, athletics, the arts,
and many other fields. In 1822, Joseph Mar-
ion Hernandez became the first Hispanic to
serve as a member of the United States Con-
gress, representing the newly established ter-
ritory of Florida. Businessman Roberto
Goizueta, a refugee from Cuba who rose to
become the CEO of one of America’s largest
corporations, is an inspiring example of what
immigrants to America can achieve through
hard work and character. Presidential Medal
of Freedom recipient Roberto Clemente’s
athletic skills, generosity, and charity made
him a legend on and off the baseball field.
Through memorable recordings and per-
formances, singer Celia Cruz celebrated her
heritage and helped introduce salsa music to
the United States.

Hispanic Americans have sacrificed in de-
fense of this Nation’s freedom, serving in
every major American conflict. More than
three dozen Hispanic Americans have earned
the Medal of Honor. Today, more than
125,000 Hispanic Americans serve in the
Armed Forces, approximately 9 percent of
our active-duty military. As we work to ad-
vance peace, freedom, and opportunity
abroad, we are grateful to all of the brave
men and women who serve our Nation, and
to their families.

During Hispanic Heritage Month, I join
with all Americans in recognizing the many
contributions of Hispanic Americans to the
United States, and in celebrating Hispanic
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heritage and culture. To honor the achieve-
ments of Hispanic Americans, the Congress,
by Public Law 100-402 as amended, has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
annually a proclamation designating Sep-
tember 15 through October 15, as “National
Hispanic Heritage Month.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 2003, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon public officials, edu-
cators, librarians, and all the people of the
United States to observe this month with ap-
propriate ceremonies, activities, and pro-
grams.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand three,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:38 a.m., September 22, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 18, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
September 23. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language version of this
proclamation.

The President’s News Conference
With King Abdullah II of Jordan at
Camp David, Maryland

September 18, 2003

President Bush. Thanks for coming. His
Majesty and I will answer some questions
after a couple of statements.

First, I'm so pleased to welcome my friend
King Abdullah and Queen Rania to Camp
David. I want to thank them so very much
for rearranging their schedules to get up here
ahead of Hurricane Isabel. Laura and I look
forward to spending some quality time with
two really fine people.

We're going to have some serious discus-
sions today. Then we’ll have a nice lunch,
and then we’ll batten down the hatches and
spend a good evening with our friend. The
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King is a good friend, and I say with certainty
he is a fine man. He’s a reformer who’s work-
ing to build a country that is tolerant and
modern and prosperous. He cares deeply for
the people of Jordan. I know firsthand. T have
seen his passion for the people in that impor-
tant country. He suffers when people suffer.
He exults when people succeed. He’s a lead-
er who takes risk for peace. He’s a peaceful
man.

King Abdullah and I last met more than
3 months ago in Aqaba, Jordan. He hosted
a very important meeting. It was a moment
of great hope for the people of the Middle
East. At that meeting, Prime Minister
Abbas—former Prime Minister Abbas
strongly condemned terror. Prime Minister
Sharon committed Israel to supporting the
emergence of a viable Palestinian state. The
King affirmed the commitment of his country
to help forge a lasting peace.

In the weeks that followed, there was good
progress. Israel withdrew from Gaza City and
Bethlehem and turned responsibility for se-
curity in—there over to the Palestinian Au-
thority. Hundreds of prisoners were released.
Checkpoints were removed. Some unauthor-
ized outposts were taken down.

And on the Palestinian side, Prime Min-
ister Abbas made a good-faith effort to meet
the commitments made at Aqaba. Yet, at
every turn, he was undercut by the old order.
I remain committed, solidly committed, to
the vision of two states living side by side
in peace and security. Yet, that would only
happen with new Palestinian leadership com-
mitted to fighting terror, not compromised
by terror.

I look forward to discussing with His Maj-
esty how we can encourage Palestinian re-
form, how we can work together to fight off
the terrorists who want to destroy the hopes
of many, and how we can move forward to
peace, peace in a region that needs peace.

I appreciate the King’s cooperation in the
critical efforts to build a stable Iraq. The
hearts of the American people go out to the
people of Jordan for the ruthless attack on
the Embassy in Baghdad. That attack just
once again shows the nature of terror, indis-
criminate killing of innocent people, all try-
ing to intimidate and create fear.
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I look forward to hearing His Majesty dis-
cuss his efforts to continue to work for long-
lasting jobs for the Jordanian people, how we
can work together to expand trade, what we
can do together to enhance our friendship
that has endured across the generations.
Today, as the United States works to bring—
helps to work to bring peace and hope to
the Middle East, we can rely on Jordan as
a vital partner. And that’s why Laura and I
are so honored to welcome you, sir, to Camp
David, and thank you for coming.

King Abdullah. Thank you very much,
Mr. President, for those very kind words of
welcome. And I'm particularly delighted, my-
self and my wife, Rania, and our delegation,
to really be able to visit with you again and
discuss many of the issues that are facing
both our countries.

I'm also particularly honored by the strong,
genuine dedication that you have shown in
trying to make our part of the world a better
place. It took a lot of courage to come to
the Middle East, to meet in Sharm el-Sheikh
with Arab leaders, and then again to come
to Aqaba and give hopes to the Israelis and
Palestinians to move forward. And as you
rightly said, we did see progress.

Unfortunately, there is a lull at the mo-
ment. But again, your dedication to really
reach out to the overwhelming majority of
Israelis and Palestinians that have been suf-
fering for so many years and put your heart
behind making their future far more hopeful.
And this is what I believe this weekend is
all about. The President has always been
committed to solving the problems of the
Middle East. And I've seen, from personal
experience, his outward dedication to make
a hope for Israelis and Palestinians—equally
so, your dedication and your desire for Iragis
to have a new dawn. And we're extremely
appreciative of the time that you are spend-
ing with us over the weekend to see what
we can do together to face the challenges
ahead of us.

So a warm thanks from myself and my del-
egation for your dedication, your continued
friendship, and really, your genuine desire
to make life for all of us in the Middle East
a much better place. Thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thanks.
Terry [Terry Hunt, Associated Press].
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Reform of the Palestinian Authority

Q. Mr. President, you have refused to talk
with Yasser Arafat. And Israel says that it’s
going to remove him. Yet, he is picking min-
isters for the new Prime Minister and is in
virtual control of the Government. How are
you going to deal with the Arafat situation
in terms of Middle East peace? And is it pos-
sible to continue to go around him?

President Bush. Mr. Arafat has failed as
a leader. And as I mentioned, Prime Minister
Abbas was undermined at all turns by the
old order—that meant Mr. Arafat. And the
people of the Palestinian territory must un-
derstand if they want peace, they must have
leadership who is absolutely 100 percent
committed to fighting off terror. I believed
Prime Minister Abbas when he told me at
Sharm el-Sheikh, then at Aqaba, then in the
Oval Office, he would do everything in his
power to fight terror, that he would work to
consolidate the security forces so that he
could fight terror. And his efforts were un-
dermined, and that's why we’re now stalled.
I'm still committed to peace, because I be-
lieve the vast majority of people want peace.
I'm committed to the roadmap.

But I'll remind those who focus on the
roadmap that the first thing the roadmap said
was that there must be security in order for
peace to advance, that there must be a collec-
tive effort to fight off terror. Mr. Arafat has
failed in that efforts. And hopefully, at some
point in time, a leadership of the Palestinian
Authority will emerge which will then com-
mit itself 100 percent to fighting off terror.
And then we’ll be able to consolidate the
power necessary to fight off terror.

And when that happens, the world will
come together to provide the conditions for
hope. The world will come together to help
an economy grow so that the Palestinian peo-
ple can have a hopeful future. The first thing
that must happen is an absolute condemna-
tion and defeat of those forces who will kill
innocent people in order to stop a peace
process from going forward.

Your Majesty, do you want to call on some-

body?
Terrorism and the Roadmap for Peace

Q. Your Majesty, the roadmap provides a
monitoring system to ensure that Israelis and



1244

Palestinians are fulfilling their obligations,
and the U.S. has its own envoy in the region
to monitor the process. What about enforcing
stricter monitoring mechanism involving the
Quartet and the international community?

King Abdullah. Well, I think these are
some of the issues that we can discuss. I think
it’s more important now to see how we can
move the process back on track. I'm sure
monitoring and other issues out there can
be discussed at a later date. We're talking
now about the principle of getting the move-
ment forward again and Israelis and Palestin-
ians engaging positively in the right direction.

President Bush. Let me remind—I gave
a speech on June 24, 2002, which laid out
a vision for how to achieve peace. And I said,
“Everybody has got responsibilities.” His
Majesty has assumed his responsibility. He’s
a leader. He has stood up and said, “Look,
we will work for a peaceful solution.” Other
leaders in the region must do the same. We
must cut off money to terrorist organizations.
We must work together. Israel has got re-
sponsibilities.

But let me remind you that it is very dif-
ficult to stay on a road to peace when there
are terrorists bombing and killing people.
And that’s what must be stopped. In order
for there to be a peace, we must stop terror,
and it requires a collective effort. All people
are responsible.

And the speech I gave on June 24th still
stands as—at least the U.S. view—of how to
achieve what we want, which is peace and
a Palestinian state. I think a Palestinian state
is one of the most hopeful things for a—for
the Palestinian people and for the Israelis,
for that matter.

But first things first, defeat those who want
to stop this from happening. And make no
mistake about it, the terrorists who are
bombing and killing aren’t interested in a
peaceful Palestinian state. They don’t share
our mutual vision, a peaceful vision and a
hopeful vision.

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters].

European Support in Iraq

Q. Thank you. Do you think you can count
on Europeans to provide financial contribu-
tions for Iraq? And what happens if they
don’t?

Sept. 18 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

President Bush. Do 1 think that we can
count on the Europeans to provide? Yes, I
think we're getting help, and I would remind
you that there is a—two multinational divi-
sions led by—one led by Britain, one led by
Poland—full of other European countries.
And I—that’s help. In terms of reconstruc-
tion, A, were getting help, and—because
Colin Powell will continue to ask for help.

One of the things I must do and will con-
tinue to do is make the case that a peaceful
and secure Iraq is not only in the interests
of the neighborhood—certainly in Jordan’s
interest that there be a nation that is peaceful
and prosperous—but it’s in Europe’s interest
as well, and the Americans’ interest. You see,
freedom in Iraq will change the nature of
the neighborhood in a positive way. A free
Iraq will mean this good man will have a part-
ner in peace, somebody with whom he can
work—to not only establish good trade but
to work for additional peace. And it’s in Eu-
rope’s interest that that happen.

And so we will continue to make the case
that reconstruction aid is necessary. And we’ll
also remind our European friends that we’re
making good progress there, that businesses
are beginning to flourish; hospitals are open;
pregnant women are receiving medicines;
young children are getting vaccinated. I
mean, there’s case after case after case where
life is improving for the average Iraqi citizen.
And we would hope that they would partici-
pate in this momentum that is taking place
on a daily basis.

It is—and I can’t—we’ll see. I will have
a much better feel for attitude after next
week. As you know, I'll be at the United Na-
tions General Assembly. We'll be giving an
address there Tuesday morning, and then
we’ll be meeting with a variety of world lead-
ers. His Majesty and I, he will be giving me
a report on what he knows. He’s got pretty
good antennae. He’s well plugged-in, and he
knows what’s going on in the world, and he
also is—he has got good friends in Europe
and he will—part of our discussions will cen-
ter on how best to broaden the coalition of
participants.

Yes.
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U.N. Resolution on Iraq/Hurricane Isabel

Q. Do you expect you'll have a U.N. reso-
lution by the time you get to New York?

President Bush. Probably not. We're still
working it. The question was, will we have
a U.N. resolution by the time I get to New
York? No, I don’t think so, but it could be.
We'll continue to work it, though. And the
whole purpose, of course, is to make sure
that the nations feel—if they need a U.N.
resolution, they’ll have one, in order to justify
participation.

And the other thing, of course, is that the
U.N. resolution must promote an orderly
transfer of sovereignty to what will be a freely
elected government based upon a constitu-
tion. So in other words, we must have—the
constitution must be written, and there will
be free elections, and then sovereignty will
occur once the Iraqi people are able to ex-
press their opinions. And so we’ll be working
on that as well.

Listen, thank you all for coming. We ap-
preciate you all as well adjusting your sched-
ules. T know this was supposed to take place
at a different time, but we wanted to get this
over with, so that you didn’t have to float
down the hill, if you know what I mean.

And by the way, we're very well prepared
for Hurricane Isabel. I met this morning by
SVTS—that’s video conferencing—with Tom
Ridge and John Gordon of the NSC staff,
fully briefed on the path of the storm. I'm
assured that the Homeland Security Depart-
ment is in close contact with the States’
emergency preparedness offices. We've got
prepositioned equipment in place. Proper
warnings have gone out, and the communica-
tions systems are up and running, so that
when the storm hits, the response for the
citizens will be an effective response. And
we’ll—of course, I'll be monitoring the situa-
tion. I'll be in close contact with the emer-
gency management people.

All right, get going before it starts raining.
Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at
10 am. In his remarks, he referred to former
Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas (Abu Mazen)
and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Au-
thority; and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel.
A reporter referred to Prime-Minister-designate
Ahmed Korei of the Palestinian Authority.
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Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Persons Who Commit, Threaten To
Commit, or Support Terrorism

September 18, 2003

On September 23, 2001, by Executive
Order 13224, 1 declared a national emer-
gency with respect to persons who commit,
threaten to commit, or support terrorism,
pursuant to the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701-
1706). I took this action to deal with the un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States constituted by the grave acts
of terrorism and threats of terrorism com-
mitted by foreign terrorists, including the
terrorist attacks in New York, Pennsylvania,
and on the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United
States nationals or the United States. Be-
cause the actions of these persons who com-
mit, threaten to commit, or support terrorism
continue to pose an unusual and extraor-
dinary threat to the national security, foreign
policy, and economy of the United States,
the national emergency declared on Sep-
tember 23, 2001, and the measures adopted
on that date to deal with that emergency,
must continue in effect beyond September
23, 2003. Therefore, consistent with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year
the national emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 18, 2003.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:43 a.m., September 19, 2003]

NoTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on September 22.
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Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Persons
Who Commit, Threaten To Commit,
or Support Terrorism

September 18, 2003

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, I
have sent the enclosed notice, stating that
the national emergency with respect to per-
sons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism is to continue in effect be-
yond September 23, 2003, to the Federal
Register for publication. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was published
in the Federal Register on September 20,
2002 (67 FR 59447).

The crisis constituted by the grave acts of
terrorism and threats of terrorism committed
by foreign terrorists, including the terrorist
attacks in New York, Pennsylvania, and
against the Pentagon committed on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, and the continuing and im-
mediate threat of further attacks on United
States nationals or the United States that led
to the declaration of a national emergency
on September 23, 2001, has not been re-
solved. These actions pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States. For these reasons, I have de-
termined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency declared with respect to
persons who commit, threaten to commit, or
support terrorism and maintain in force the
comprehensive sanctions to respond to this
threat.

George W. Bush
The White House,
September 18, 2003.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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Proclamation 7707—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 2003

September 18, 2003

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The sacrifice and service of America’s vet-
erans, including those who became prisoners
of war or who went missing in action, have
preserved freedom for America and brought
freedom to millions around the world. On
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we
honor the extraordinary courage of the
Americans who have been prisoners of war,
and we pray for those who are still missing
in action and unaccounted for. This Nation
also remembers the challenges and heartache
endured by the families of prisoners of war
and missing in action. We seek answers for
the families of those who are still missing,
and we will not rest until we have a full ac-
counting,.

To mark this important day, on September
19, 2003, the flag of the National League of
Families of American Prisoners and Missing
in Southeast Asia will again be flown over
the White House, the Capitol, the Depart-
ments of State, Defense, and Veterans Af-
fairs, the Selective Service System Head-
quarters, the National Vietnam Veterans and
Korean War Veterans Memorials, U.S. mili-
tary installations, national cemeteries, and
other locations across our country. We raise
this flag as a reminder and a promise. The
black-and-white flag is a symbol that these
missing Americans will not be forgotten, and
is flown as a testament to our Government’s
unwavering commitment to pursue the full-
est possible accounting for all our missing in
action service members.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 19,
2003, as National POW/MIA Recognition
Day. I call upon the people of the United
States to join me in saluting all American
POWs who valiantly served this great coun-
try. I call upon Federal, State, and local gov-
ernment officials and private organizations to
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observe this day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand three,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-eighth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:38 a.m., September 22, 2003]

NoTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on September 19, and
it will be published in the Federal Register on
September 23.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Efforts in the Global
War on Terrorism

September 19, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

On September 24, 2001, I reported the
deployment of various combat-equipped and
combat support forces to a number of loca-
tions in the Central and Pacific Command
areas of operation. On October 9, 2001, I
reported the beginning of combat action in
Afghanistan against al-Qaida terrorists and
their Taliban supporters. In my reports to
the Congress of March 20 and September
20, 2002 and March 20, 2003, I provided sup-
plemental information on the deployment of
combat-equipped and combat support forces
to a number of foreign nations in the Central
and Pacific Command areas of operations
and other areas. As a part of my efforts to
keep the Congress informed, I am reporting
further on United States efforts in the global
war on terrorism.

Our efforts in Afghanistan continue to
meet with success, but, as I have stated in
my previous reports, the United States cam-
paign against terrorism will be lengthy. To
date, U.S. Armed Forces, with the assistance
of numerous coalition partners, have exe-
cuted a superb campaign to eliminate the pri-
mary source of support to the terrorists who
viciously attacked our Nation on September
11, 2001. The heart of al-Qaida’s training ca-
pability has been seriously degraded. The
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Taliban’s ability to brutalize the Afghan peo-
ple and to harbor and support terrorists has
been virtually eliminated. Pockets of al-Qaida
and Taliban forces remain a threat to United
States and coalition forces and to the Afghan
government. What is left of both the Taliban
and the al-Qaida fighters is being pursued
actively and engaged by United States and
coalition forces.

Due to our success in Afghanistan, we
have detained hundreds of al-Qaida and
Taliban fighters who are believed to pose a
continuing threat to the United States and
its interests. The combat-equipped and com-
bat support forces deployed to Naval Base,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in the Southern
Command area of operations since January
2002 continue to conduct secure detention
operations. We currently hold more than 650
enemy combatants at Guantanamo Bay.

In furtherance of our worldwide efforts
against terrorists who pose a continuing and
imminent threat to the United States, our
friends and allies, and our forces abroad, we
continue operations in other areas around
the globe. We continue to work with the
Government of the Philippines to protect
United States and Philippine citizens and to
defeat international terrorism in the Phil-
ippines.

We continue to conduct maritime inter-
ception operations on the high seas in the
Central and European Command areas of re-
sponsibility and have expanded these efforts
to the Pacific Command areas of responsi-
bility to prevent the movement, arming, or
financing of international terrorists who pose
a continuing threat to the United States.

Combat-equipped and combat support
forces also have been deployed to Georgia
and Dijibouti to assist in enhancing
counterterrorism capabilities. The United
States forces headquarters element in
Djibouti provides command and control sup-
port as necessary for military operations
against al-Qaida and other international ter-
rorists in the Horn of Africa region, including
Yemen. We continue to assess options for
working with other nations to assist them in
this respect.

I have taken these actions pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct United
States foreign relations and as Commander
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in Chief and Chief Executive. In addition,
these actions are consistent with Public Law
107-40. As I stated in my previous reports,
it is not possible to know at this time either
the duration of combat operations or the
scope and duration of the deployment of U.S.
Armed Forces necessary to counter the ter-
rorist threat to the United States. I will direct
additional measures as necessary to exercise
our right to self-defense and to protect
United States citizens and interests. Such
measures may include short notice deploy-
ments of special operations and other forces
for sensitive operations in various locations
throughout the world.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution and
Public Law 107-40. Officials of my Adminis-
tration and I have been communicating regu-
larly with the leadership and other Members
of Congress, and we will continue to do so.
I appreciate the continuing support of the
Congress in our efforts to protect the security
of the United States of America and its citi-
zens, civilian and military, here and abroad.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the
Decision on Investments by
Singapore Technologies Telemedia
Pte. Ltd.

September 19, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)
Attached is a classified report on my deci-
sion to take no action to suspend or prohibit
the proposed 61.5 percent investment by
Singapore Technologies Telemedia Pte. Ltd.,
a company indirectly owned by the Govern-
ment of Singapore, in Global Crossing Ltd.
I have taken this decision under the authority
vested in me as President by section 721 of
the Defense Production Act of 1950, also
known as the “Exon-Florio” provision, 50
U.S.C. App. 2170. This report, prepared by
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my Administration, is submitted consistent
with subsection (g) of that provision.
Sincerely,

George W. Bush
NotTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis

Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 13

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

September 14

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

September 15

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Mon-
roe, MI, where he toured the Detroit Edison
Powerplant.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Drexel Hill, PA.

In the evening, the President returned to
Washington, DC.

The White House announced that the
President and Mrs. Bush will welcome Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia and Mrs. Putin
to Camp David, MD, on September 26-217.

September 16

In the morning, the President had intel-
ligence and FBI briefings. He also had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom to discuss
the situation in Iraq. Later, he participated
in a roundtable interview with regional
media.

Later in the morning, in the Oval Office,
the President met with musician and activist
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Bono to discuss U.S. contributions to AIDS
relief in Africa.

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in a roundtable discussion on the Clear
Skies Initiative legislation with State, local,
and community leaders.

In the evening, the President hosted Re-
publican Senators at the White House.

The White House announced that the
President has invited President Nicanor
Duarte Frutos of Paraguay to meet with him
at the White House on September 26.

September 17

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing and then met with the Na-
tional Security Council. Later, he met with
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld.

Later in the morning, in the Roosevelt
Room, the President had a briefing on Hurri-
cane Isabel.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Secretary of State Colin L. Powell. Later, he
traveled to Camp David, MD.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Benjamin A. Gilman to be U.S.
Representative to the General Assembly of
the United Nations.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ann M. Corkery and Walid
Maalouf to be U.S. Alternate Representatives
to the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions.

The President announced his intention to
nominate William Cabaniss to be Ambas-
sador to the Czech Republic.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Roderick R. Paige and Louise V.
Oliver to be U.S. Representatives to the Gen-
eral Conference of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Bernice Phillips to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Legal Serv-
ices Corporation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kirk Van Tine to be Deputy Sec-
retary of Transportation.

September 18

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush
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welcomed King Abdullah II and Queen
Rania of Jordan to Camp David for an over-
night visit.

The President declared a major disaster in
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to
supplement State and local recovery efforts
in the area struck by Hurricane Isabel on
September 18 and continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
Virginia and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Hurricane Isabel on Sep-
tember 18 and continuing.

September 19

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

The President declared a major disaster in
Maryland and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Hurricane Isabel on Sep-
tember 18 and continuing.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted September 15

David Wayne Anderson,

of Minnesota, to be an Assistant Secretary
of the Interior, vice Neal A. McCaleb, re-
signed.

H. Douglas Barclay,

of New York, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of El Sal-
vador.

David Eisner,

of Maryland, to be Chief Executive Officer
of the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service, vice Leslie Lenkowsky, re-

signed.
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W. Robert Pearson,

of Tennessee, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Director General of the Foreign Serv-
ice, vice Ruth A. Davis.

Randall L. Tobias,

of Indiana, to be Coordinator of U.S. Gov-
ermment Activities To Combat HIV/AIDS
Globally, with the rank of Ambassador.

Read Van de Water,

of North Carolina, to be a member of the
National Mediation Board for a term expiring
July 1, 2006, vice Francis J. Duggan, term
expired.

Submitted September 17

William Cabaniss,

of Alabama, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Czech Republic.

Louise V. Oliver,

of the District of Columbia, to be a Rep-
resentative of the United States of America
to the 32d Session of the General Con-
ference of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization.

Louise V. Oliver,

of the District of Columbia, for the rank of
Ambassador during her tenure of service as
the U.S. Permanent Representative to the
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and
Cultural Organization.

Roderick R. Paige,

of Texas, to be a Representative of the
United States of America to the 32d Session
of the General Conference of the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organization.

Submitted September 18

Kenneth M. Karas,

of New York, to be U.S. District Judge for
the Southern District of New York, vice Allen
G. Schwartz, deceased.

Kirk Van Tine,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Secretary of Trans-
portation, vice Michael P. Jackson, resigned.
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Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released September 15

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan, Acting Environ-
mental Protection Agency Administrator
Marianne Horinko, and Council on Environ-
mental  Quality Chairman James L.
Connaughton

Statement by the Press Secretary: Annual

Presidential Determinations of Major Illicit
Drug-Producing and Drug-Transit Countries

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
President Vladimir Putin of the Russian Fed-
eration

Statement by the Press Secretary: Presi-
dential Determination Regarding KEDO
Funding

Fact sheet: Improving Air Quality and In-
creasing Energy Efficiency, Safety, and Reli-
ability

Released September 16

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of
President Nicanor Duarte of Paraguay

Fact sheet: Clear Skies: A Clear Improve-
ment for the Environment

Released September 17

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 1668

Released September 18

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to North Carolina

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Virginia
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Released September 19

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance to Maryland

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved September 17

H.R. 1668 / Public Law 108-80

To designate the United States courthouse
located at 101 North Fifth Street in
Muskogee, Oklahoma, as the “Ed
Edmondson United States Courthouse”
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